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	SUBJECT:
	CYTOLOGY REPORTS IN POWER PATH BY PATHOLOGIST


PRINCIPLE
Pathologists responsible for signout of the cytology case must review and approve the completed cytology report before it is released by placing an electronic signature in the Laboratory Information System – Power Path.

PURPOSE
To ensure accuracy of cytology reports, including required elements.  
POLICY SCOPE:

The scope of this applies to any staff associated with the cytology section.  

GENERAL INFORMATION

This procedure ensures that a responsible pathologist has reviewed and approved the completed cytology report before its release to the submitting clinician.  

PROCEDURE

A. Cytologic cases including the slides and corresponding requisition forms are delivered to pathologists for examination and generating of a cytopathology report. These cases are brought to the pathologists by Cytology staff. 

B. The specimen accession number and patient’s information is confirmed by the pathologist prior to examination of the specimen to prevent errors in patient identification.

C. The case in question is brought up on the computer screen of the Laboratory Information System – Power Path by entering appropriate information (i.e. specimen accession number).   The patient identification/demographic information and specimen information on the computer screen must match  the case under examination.

D. The specimen is examined by the pathologist and appropriate diagnostic report elements are selected and entered.  The selected fields for completion of cytology reports include information on interpretation/diagnosis and specimen adequacy.  Other fields may require comments on: inflammation, recommendation,  or additional comments.   

E. Now the case is ready for final verification and electronic signature.  At this point it is encouraged that all pertinent information is visually verified and the report is electronically verified by the pathologist.

COMMENTS
The cytology slides of the cases are separated by a blank space on the slide folders to prevent verification of wrong cases.  
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	REVISION HISTORY (began tracking 2011)
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	Author
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