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	SUBJECT:
	Ph of Body Fluids  


I. POLICY STATEMENT:
Nitrazine paper (pH) is impregnated with an indicator dye.   The color changes as the pH paper is in contact with a fluid.   The pH paper comes with a broad range of colors from yellow through dark blue with a numbering system.

II. PURPOSE:  
This procedure provides instructions for the use of pH paper to be used as qualitative test to measure pH of body fluids.

III. POLICY SCOPE:

CLA, CLS and CLT who have completed specific training and demonstrated competence.
IV. EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS:
A.
Reagent in dispenser


1.
pH paper 0 – 6.0 and 7.0 – 14.0



2.
Quantimetrix Dropper QC, Level1&2

B.
Storage



1.
pH paper:  Use by expiration date.  Store at room temperature.



2.
Quantimetrix QC stored in Urinalysis refrigerator

V. GENERAL INFORMATION:

A.
Sample:  Body Fluid without blood contamination.

B.
Specimen Rejection Criteria:

1. Body Fluid specimen is stable for 2 to 5 minutes at room temperature.   If exposed to air longer than 5 minutes, pH may change.

2. Bloody body fluids.

VI. PROCEDURE:


A.
Quality Control
1. QC is performed the first week of the month.
2. QC testing performed before a new lot number of pH paper is put into use.

a. Allow the Quantimetrix QC to come to room temperature, at least 15 minutes.
Gently invert to mix.
b. For the pH ranging from 0.0 – 6.0, add 1 drop of the Quantimetrix Dropper QC, Level 1 on the pH paper and measure against the numbering system.  Level 1 should read between 5 – 7.
c. For the pH ranging from 7 – 14, add 1 drop of the Quantimetrix Dropper QC, Level 2 on the pH paper and measure against the numbering system.  Level 2 should read between 7 – 9.
d. If the pH value corresponds to the value given for the assigned QC, then the paper is performing as expected and can be put into use.
e. If the pH value does not correspond to the value given for the assigned QC, then do the following steps.





i.
Check the expiration date of QC material and pH paper.





ii.
Repeat QC testing with fresh pH paper.





iii.
If still out, repeat with a new container of pH paper.





iv.
If still out, repeat with fresh QC products.

f. Document QC and any corrective actions on the QC Log located next to the sink in the back section of chemistry.
VII. MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE:

A. All policies and procedures are reviewed every two years by Laboratory Administration and or the Medical Director of the Laboratory or designee.

B. The Laboratory Administration and Medical Director review policies and procedures when there are changes in practice standards, or requirements.

C. All policies and procedures are reviewed every two years by staff or at the time new or revised ones are put in effect.

D. All policies are retained 8 years after being discontinued or revised.

E. All procedures are retained 2 years after being discontinued or revised.

UnityPoint Health Methodist Laboratory is a CAP accredited facility, as of 7/1/11 the responsibility of new and/or substantially revised policies and procedures will be restricted the Laboratory Director whose name appears on the CLIA certificate, whose signature appears below. The biennial review will be completed by the Administrative Director. 
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