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	SUBJECT:
	SAFE T VUE 10 


I. PRINCIPLE

The temperature-sensitive dot will turn from white to completely red when the blood product reaches the Safe-T-Vue indicating temperature of 10 ºC.

II.          CLINICAL SIGNIFICANCE

 When WHITE DOT has turned RED, Temperature has reached 10 ºC.
III. POLICY SCOPE:

Blood Bank Technologists.

IV. INSTRUMENTATION/EQUIPMENT 

Safe-T-Vue 10 temperature dot indicators must be attached to each packed red blood cell unit that is delivered via a transport cooler where the Blood Bank technologist does not witness the spiking of the unit.

V. PREPERATION:

A. Safe-T-Vue must be refrigerated at same temperature as blood for a minimum of 24 hours prior to use.

B. Do not remove Safe-T-Vue from the refrigerator until the moment of application.
VI. APPLICATION: 

Note: in a busy blood bank environment, use of a cold pack will help maintain temperature of blood during the dispensing process.  It is recommended that multiple cold packs be kept in the refrigerator, and placed on the surface under bag during application and dispensing.

A. Remove the blood bag and one Safe-T-Vue indicator from the refrigerator at the same time, and place blood bag on surface near the refrigerator.

1. Peel off the “REMOVE” label to expose the adhesive, being careful to handle by the color coded end only.

2. Attach Safe-T-Vue directly to the blood bag.  It is recommended to apply it to the lower third of the bag, where there is a large volume of blood product.

3. Be certain that the Safe-T-Vue Indicator is completely in contact with blood bag or product being monitored-no air pockets should be under the Indicator due to a fold in the bag or other obstruction.  

B. Hold Safe-T-Vue against blood bag with finger tips and peel off the foil lid to expose RED DOT and WHITE DOT.

C. Fold the WHITE DOT into RED DOT and press firmly together to activate.  Be careful to press ONLY on the color-coded end to activate properly.

VII. PROCEDURAL NOTES/PROBLEM-SOLVING TIPS

A. The white dot will begin to gradually fill in with red dots as the temperature approaches the Safe-T-Vue indicating temperature.

B. The appearance of small red dots is an indication that the blood should be cooled or re-refrigerated immediately.

C. If blood product is returned to the blood bank and the indicator has not turned red, but red dots are present, this may indicate that the management of the blood while out on issue should be questioned.

D. Blood temperature should be as cold (between 2-4 ºC) as possible.

VIII. REFERENCES

Technical Manual, American Association of Blood Banks

William Laboratories, Inc.  Safe-T-Vue package insert

UnityPoint Methodist Laboratory is a CAP accredited facility.  As of July 1, 2011, the responsibility of new and/or substantially revised policies and procedures will be restricted the Laboratory Director whose name appears on the CLIA certificate, and the signature appears below. The biennial review will be completed by the appointed Section Medical Director. 
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