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	SUBJECT:
	ABO Slide Typing 


I. Principle

ABO slide typing is performed at the patient’s bedside prior to transfusing the initial unit of packed red blood cells. ABO slide typing insures compatibility of the blood product and is a secondary means of verifying patient identity. Agglutination of red cells with a given antiserum indicates the presence of the corresponding antigen on the red cells and is a positive test result. Absence of agglutination indicates the corresponding antigen is not present. 
Any patient presenting for ABO/Rh testing and transfusion of packed red blood cells for the first time must have the ABO/Rh type confirmed by a second specimen drawn at a separate time or by a second phlebotomist. If a second specimen cannot be collected, a bedside type can be used for the confirmation.
Any patient, regardless of ABO type, must have a bedside type completed prior to the transfusion of the first unit of packed red blood cells if the type has not been confirmed. Additionally, all patients with an ABO type other than O must have a bedside type completed prior to the transfusion of the first unit of packed red blood cells once per admission.
II. Specimen

Whole blood from a finger stick or anticoagulated blood in K2 EDTA.

III. Policy Scope

Blood bank technologist

IV. Reagents

	Reagent
	Storage
	Stability

	Monoclonal Anti-A Antisera
	2-8°C
	Stable through marked expiration

	Monoclonal Anti-B Antisera
	2-8°C
	Stable through marked expiration


V. Instrumentation/Equipment 

A. Micropipette

B. Glass slide

C. Applicator Stick
VI. Quality Control
To be performed once per lot number per day of testing. Refer to UPM BBQA 03.003: Reagent Quality Control for complete procedure.
VII. Procedure
A. Place one drop of Anti-A on a clean, labeled glass slide.

B. Place one drop of Anti-B on a clean, labeled glass slide.

C. Add one drop of patient whole blood to each drop of antisera on slide.  

D. Mix antisera and blood thoroughly, using a clean applicator stick for each.

E. The mixture should spread over an area of approximately 20 x 40 mm.

F. Gently tilt the slide continuously for up to two minutes. Do not place slide over heated surface.
G. Read, interpret, and record results and your initials on patient wristband and the patient’s blood bank identification (BBID) band. If the patient is in OH/OR, record the results and your initials on the face-sheet and crossmatch tag.

VIII. Interpretation of Results

Negative:  Test that shows no agglutination within 2 minutes.

Positive:  Any agglutination present.
	Anti-A
	Anti-B
	ABO Group Interpretation

	Neg
	Neg
	O

	Pos
	Neg
	A

	Neg
	Pos
	B

	Pos
	Pos
	AB


IX. Reporting Results
Add on a bedside type in the LIS and record reaction results.
X. Procedural Notes:

In the event the bedside slide typing does not match the documented patient blood type, proceed through the following steps until the error is found and can be corrected:

A. Do not administer blood or blood components.

B. Perform clerical check to verify correct patient, and that the component tag and patient’s historical blood bank record correlate.  

C. Repeat patient bedside slide type and patient type from original tube in blood bank.

D. Redraw patient and repeat blood type from new specimen.
XI. References
AABB Technical Manual, 17th Edition, 2011, 877-878.
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