
• Anti-Lea is detected in this panel.
• Anti-V and anti-Kpa cannot be ruled out but are unlikely since these react more strongly at warm 

temperatures.
• Anti-Lea as well as anti-Leb antibodies are not usually clinically significant since they are cold 

reacting IgM antibodies, that do not cause haemolytic transfusion reactions or HDFN.
• Lewis antibodies are typically found in Le(a-b-) individuals.
• It is not uncommon for some women who are Lea+ or Leb+ to lose the Lewis antigen expression 

during pregnancy and develop Lewis antibodies.
• Warm reacting IgG anti-Lea has been found on rare occasions but is unlikely to cause HDFN as 

Lewis antigens are poorly expressed on neonatal RBCs
• IAT can be performed at strict 37 to see if weak reaction are no longer present.

© Springer International Publishing AG, part of Springer Nature 2018 M. T. Friedman et al., 
Immunohematology and Transfusion Medicine, p15


