	Hemoccults

	Specimen

· Stool specimens will be collected by the provider during a digital rectal exam

· The Hemoccult Sensa card will be brought to the lab for testing
· The card should be labeled with patient ID information prior to bringing it into the lab for testing

· If the card is expired or blue in color, the test must be recollected

· Slides can be developed within 3-5 minutes or collection or may be stored at room temperature up to 14 days before developing

· Do not refrigerate or freeze cards or developer
Test set up/Quality Control
· Tests brought from the care unit should be considered “waiting” tests
· Any lot# of developer may be used with any lot of cards as long as both are within the exp. date and are the SENSA brand
· Run waiting at the clinic if from care unit
· The positive and negative controls are part of the card test itself
· Add two drops of developer to patient specimens

· Read at 60 seconds

· Run patients first, then controls to prevent bleeding

· Controls require 1 drop of developer, not 2

· Read controls at 10 seconds
Reading end results

· Any blue color should be reported as positive.

· If the slide and developer are functional, the positive control should show a blue color and the negative side will have no blue color.

· If either control does not give the expected results, the patient result cannot be recorded and samples should be recollected
Logsheet completion

· Record lot# and expiration dates of the card and the developer
· The provider may provide from 1-3 samples to be tested.  Each sample should be resulted separately on the logsheet.
· All results are recorded as Pos/Neg.  Do not use +/- symbols.
Result Entry 

· Always document the result on the logsheet with tech code before resulting in the computer.
· After documenting on the logsheet, result in the computer with the appropriate codes.

· If the cards are expired or appear blue upon receiving them, the test should be credited with the appropriate computer code
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Direct observation of routine patient test performance, including patient preparation, if applicable, specimen handling, processing and testing.

· Collect/prepare/handle specimen

· Perform testing per protocol
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Monitoring the recording and reporting of test results.

· Resulting test values
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Review of intermediate test results or worksheets, quality control records, proficiency testing results, and preventive maintenance records.

· Refer to Test result verification, logsheets and worksheets
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Direct observation of performance of instrument/kit maintenance/internal controls and function checks.

· Daily/pre-run maintenance/internal controls completed – refer to test result verification
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Assessment of test performance through testing previously analyzed specimens, internal blind testing samples or external proficiency testing samples.

· PT/Control/Known specimen tested
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Assessment of problem solving skills.

· Critical thinking quiz in MTS – see report

Evaluation           3               2               1     

Comments:________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Reviewer_______________________________Date______________
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