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Policy Statement

I. Intravenous Fluids
No employee of Phlebotomy Service is allowed to perform venipuncture on an arm in which intravenous fluids (IVs) are running.  Blood Drawn in the arm with an IV running will be contaminated with fluid and render invalid results.  If all other modes of venous access have been exhausted, do the following:

a. Check to see if blood can be obtained by capillary fingerstick or
b. Have nurse discontinue IV for 5 minutes and then proceed with blood collection.  
II. AV Shunts
No employee of Phlebotomy Service is allowed to perform venipuncture in the arm of a patient with an AV shunt/fistula or draw blood directly from a shunt/fistula.  Nursing and Dialysis personnel are specifically trained in the blood collection, care and management of AV shunts.  If venous access has been exhausted because of the presence of an AV shunt, do the following:
a. Check to see if blood can be obtained from capillary fingerstick.

b. If access to blood can still not be obtained, inform patient’s nurse.  If unavailable, inform charge nurse.  Document requisition and name of nurse to whom you communicated the problem.  At this point, the nurse is responsible for obtaining the sample.

c. If the nurse is able to get blood within 5 minutes, phlebotomist should stay and assist nurse.
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