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Purpose
The following procedure outlines the requirements for the processing of tissue and cytology specimens sent to the laboratory when the pathology department is closed.

Normal Pathology Operating Hours Processing
· Pathology personnel are normally available in the Pathology department Monday – Friday between the hours of 6:00 – 16:30.
· Refer to Pathology Specimen Criteria Procedure for proper handling and processing of specimens brought to the laboratory during normal pathology operating hours.

After Hours Pathology Processing

· After normal pathology operating hours all specimens for pathology must be brought to the log-in station in the Hematology department in the clinical Laboratory.

· Person bringing specimen to lab will log specimen into the blue Pathology Tracking Log.

· Laboratory personnel will take specimen to Pathology grossing counter to add fixative.  This must be done within 30 minutes of receipt of specimen to the laboratory.

Specimens for Culture and Pathology

· If a specimen is for both Microbiology cultures and Pathology the cultures MUST be performed before any fixative is added.

· Perform cultures first and then take specimen to Pathology to add fixative.

· Be sure specimen is logged into the Pathology Tracking Log in Hematology.

Fixative Addition

· Wear appropriate PPE (lab coat, gloves and face shield) while adding fixative to specimen.

· Choose the correct fixative for the specimen type.

· Once fixative is added to specimen leave specimen on the grossing counter.

Fixatives

· NO FIXATIVE NEEDED  
· All stones (kidney, ureteral, etc.).  
· Place specimen in bucket located in refrigerator in Hematology department.
· 10% Neutral Buffered Formalin (10% NBF)  

· All tissues.  
· Cover the tissue completely with formalin.
· Formalin is in a box on a shelf above the grossing counter.
· 50%  Alcohol

· Add an equal volume of fixative to the amount of specimen. 
· For large amounts of specimen pour 10-20 mls into a specimen cup and add fixative. Refrigerate unfixed portion of the specimen.
· 50% alcohol is in a bottle on the grossing counter.
· Specimen types
· Bronchial brushing  
· Bronchial washing
· Gastric brushing
· Kidney urine
· Lung lobe washing
· Mass aspirate (needle biopsies)
· Pelvic washings
· Spinal fluid
· Sputum
· Ureteral washing
· Once fixative has been added specimen leave specimen on grossing counter.
· 95% Alcohol
· Add an equal volume of fixative to the amount of specimen. 
· For large amounts of specimen pour 10-20 mls into a specimen cup and add fixative. Refrigerate unfixed portion of the specimen.
· 95% alcohol is in a bottle on the grossing counter.
· Specimen types

· Ascitic fluid

· Breast aspirate

· Cyst fluid

· Esophageal washings

· Gastric contents fluid

· Paracentesis fluid

· Pleural fluid

· Thoracentesis fluid

· Thoracic fluid

· Once specimen has been added leave specimen on grossing counter.

· Refer to Pathology Specimen Collection sheet at the end of this procedure for a more detailed description of specimens and corresponding fixatives.

PATHOLOGY SPECIMEN COLLECTION
*** All pathology and cytology specimens must be ordered in Cerner to generate a Pathology Requisition.

** Always write the patient’s name and type of specimen on the container.  Please include patient’s name, physician’s name(s), date of service, type of specimen, and the area/department from which the specimen was obtained and a pre-operative diagnosis on the pathology requisition.  All fixatives are available from the anatomic pathology department.  

TISSUES:

Biopsies (other than GI) – 10% NBF


Liver biopsies – 10% NBF

Bone marrow biopsies and aspirates – 


Skin lesion – 10% NBF


Bone biopsy – 10% NBF


Other tissue – 10% NBF


Aspirate biopsy – Helly’s fixative

Tissue for EM – Carson’s Formalin

GI biopsies – Bouin’s fixative


**Stones for Analysis – No Fixative

**ALL FIXATIVE VOLUMES MUST BE 15-20 TIMES GREATER THAN THE TISSUE VOLUME OR AT LEAST COVER THE TISSUE COMPLETELY**

FLUIDS:

*** All fluids for CULTURES or for CRYSTALS should be brought to the lab as soon as possible with NO FIXATIVE added.  These go to Microbiology in the Main Laboratory.

CYTOLOGY:

*** Pour an equal volume of fixative to the amount of specimen.  If large amounts are collected, pour a representative portion (10-20ml) into a small specimen cup and add fixative to that.  Refrigerate remaining portion of the specimen.

Ascitic fluid




95% Alcohol

Breast aspirate (smears)



Spray fixative

Breast aspirate




95% Alcohol

Bronchial brushings (smears)



Spray fixative

Bronchial brushing




50% Alcohol

Bronchial washing




50% Alcohol

Buccal (oral) smears



Spray fixative

Cervical smears




THESE GO TO THE MAIN LAB – EXT.6176

Cyst fluid





95% Alcohol

Esophageal washings



95% Alcohol

Gastric brushing (smears)



Spray fixative

Gastric brushing




50% Alcohol

Gastric contents fluid



95% Alcohol

Kidney brushing (smears)



Spray fixative

Kidney urine




50% Alcohol

Lung lobe washing




50% Alcohol

Mass aspirate (needle biopsies)


50% Alcohol

Paracentesis fluid




95% Alcohol

Pelvic washings




50% Alcohol

Pleural fluid




95% Alcohol

Spinal fluid




50% Alcohol

Sputum





50% Alcohol

Synovial biopsies




Absolute alcohol **NOT 95% ALCOHOL**

Thoracentesis fluid




95% Alcohol

Thoracic fluid




95% Alcohol

Ureteral washings




50% Alcohol

Vaginal smears




THESE GO TO THE MAIN LAB – EXT. 6176
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