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Incorrect Additives

> Incorrect Additives

+ Different lab methods
require different additives
to provide accurate and

reliable resuls.

 The incorrect additive can
reatly alter a lab result.
o example, an EDTA tube
can never be used for Basic
Wetabolic Testing.
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ONs

ans
QNS isa laboratory
abbreviation which stands for
‘quantity not sufficient.

 Samples can be QNS for many
reasons: short draw, difficult
stick leaked sample, large
number of tests.

 Wihenever possible, the ab wil
attempt o complete testing
with any remaining sample. In
mostcases, repeat collections
will be needed to complete all
orderedtesting,
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Expired Collection Media

Expired Collection Me«
 Expiration dates should be.
checked on any collection tube:
Ormedia thati3 usedfor
Sampies o betesied.

« Manufacturers do notguarantee
the effectivencssof adffives
and media past the stated
‘expirationdates. Therefore,
foStingon thess sampies can not
b6 performedin many cases.

« A requestiornewsupplies
shoddbemagetnemonn
fore current supplies expire.
onlya monthandayear are
noted foran expiration date, the
device expires on midrnigit, the
final day of the stated month.
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My sample is What?
How doesthis happen?
What might this mean?
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HEMOLYSIS

~ Hemolysis occurs when
Red Blood Cells are L
destroyed.

+ The most frequent cause is
traumatic collection, This,
can occur during a “hard”
stick or when very small
needles are used for
collection.

 Hemolysis can cause
erroneous results for many
analytes and often requires
thata specimen be
recollected.
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LIPEMIA

> Lipemia »

 Lipemia occurs when there s

an elevation of cholesterolor
trigiycerides ina sample.

+ The mostfrequentcauses are
2 Taiure to fast before
Zollection, poor dictary habits
oF congeniatipemia,”

 Lipemia can cause erroneous.
isSues inboth serum and
Whole blood testing, With
serum, an uitra_centrifuge can
be used to remove the large
particles from the clear serum
allowing accurate results to be
obtained.
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m occurs when
bilirubin is released into the

blood.
 The most frequent cau:
damageto the liver. This

can occur fror 1y
obstruction, cirrhosis,
hepatitis, cancer or injury.

+ Ieterus can cause.
erroneous results for many
analytes iftesting is based
on colorimetric methods.
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Poorly Separated or Unspun

> Poorly Seperated or Unspun

 This can occur if the sample s
not centrifuged or it does not
separated fuly and remixes
duting shipment.

 The cells willcontinue to use
Rutrients in the serum and to
release wasteproducts. Some.
results will be falsely elovated
while others are faisely
lowered.

 Lab assays usually specifya
time during which cells must
be removed from serum. If this
separation does not occur,
festing can not be performed.





