CHRISTUS Spohn Hospital Shoreline

July 2003


WESCOR Aerospray Microbiology Gram Slide Stainer

Preventive Maintenance Procedure

Principle: To keep the Aerospray Stainer in top running condition the following maintenance schedule has been established. Documentation of all preventive maintenance shall occur on the WESCOR Preventive Maintainance Chart.

Materials Required:

Aerospray Nozzle Maintenance Kit

Methanol


SS-029C Nozzle Cleaning Solution


DI H2O

Bleach (1/10 dilution)

Paper towels

Procedure:

Daily

1. Run a CLEAN cycle.  Leave instrument in CLEAN TO REPRIME mode.

2. Use a spray bottle filled with methanol and spray the front of each nozzle.  With a clean paper towel wipe off each nozzle face.  Be careful not to cross-contaminate nozzle face with dirty portion of  paper  towel.

3. Spray the stainer bowl and exterior case using methanol.  Wipe clean with a paper towel.  

4. Initial completion of daily procedure on preventive maintenance (PM) chart.

Weekly

1. Perform SPRAY VOLUME test as described in User's manual.  Record volume collected from each nozzle on PM chart.

2. If volume trends lower or spray pattern is abnormal, disassemble and clean affected nozzle(s) (refer to User's Manual).  Do not mix or interchange nozzles or nozzle parts.  Always return nozzles to same location in stainer.  Repeat SPRAY PATTERN and SPRAY VOLUME tests on cleaned nozzle(s).

3. Wipe down nozzles, carousel tray, and carousel lid using methanol spray bottle and/or SS-029C Nozzle Cleaning Solution with a paper towel.

4. Slowly pour 200-300 mL of water into instrument drain to prevent build up of paper fibers, precipitates, etc. Verify drain is flowing properly and not allowing fluid to back up in bowl or flow out of air vent on case back.

5. Initial completion of weekly PM.

Monthly
1. Disassemble and clean all nozzles as described in User's Manual.  Do not mix or interchange nozzles or nozzle parts.

2. Remove Pick-up Tube from Reagent B(Iodine) bottle. Then:

    A. Flush 500mL DI water through the line.

    B. Flush 100mL SS-029C through the line.  Block flow at nozzle holder with a gloved finger for a few seconds during flushing.  Stop flushing just before 100mL is gone.  Soak in line (1 hour to overnight as practical).

    C. Flush SS-029C out of line with 500mL of DI water.

    D. Reinstall Reagent B (Iodine) and flush 100mL through the line to remove DI water.

3. Reinstall nozzles.  Always return nozzles to the same location in stainer.

4. Perform SPRAY PATTERN and SPRAY VOLUME tests.  Record results from end of month SPRAY VOLUME test on preventive   maintenance chart.  NOTE:  As you enter a new month the Volume After Monthly Cleaning number becomes Previous Months Ending Volume number.

5. Disinfect reusable bottles with a 1/10 dilution of bleach.  Rinse thoroughly with deionized water. 

6. Initial completion of monthly PM.

Reference: 

1. WESCOR Aerospray Microbiology Slide Stainer Cyto-Centrifuge User’s Manual.M 2259-2 (2001)

2. WESCOR Preventive Maintenance Chart , Aerospray® Microbiology Gram Slide Stainer, Model 7320
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