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[bookmark: _GoBack]Memo from CSHS Transfusion Service 9/26/16:
As a precautionary measure, the FDA has mandated universal testing for the Zika virus on all blood collected after 9/23/16 in Texas and 10 other states, even though there have been no known cases in Texas of infected mosquitoes or transfusion transmitted infection.  The remaining states will perform testing by 11/18/16.  Units testing negative will have a label indicating “Negative for Zika”.  Blood and blood components may be imported from other states so we may see blood components without a “Negative for Zika” label until 11/18/17.  Note that some blood components, such as irradiated products, thawed plasma, aliquoted products, etc., which are further processed and relabeled by the transfusion service may not have the Zika test result label added even though the donor was tested and found to be negative.  Please contact the Transfusion Service for any further questions.
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