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Lifeless products of conception are classified based on the gestational age and weight. This
procedure pertains to products of conception (POC) as outlined below.

SPECIAL POINTS

Stillbirth
o management of a stillbirth for an autopsy, 20 weeks or greater gestation or greater
than or equal to 500g, please refer to: “Medical Staff: Autopsy Referrals” M-0900
¢ management of a stillbirth when an autopsy is not required for fetus 20 weeks or
greater gestation or greater than or equal to 500g, refer to, “Obstetrics: Disposal of
Stillborn Procedure” 0-1100.

Products of Conception
» management of lifeless POC, less than 20 weeks’ gestation or less than 500 grams (if
gestational age is not known) are considered “surgical specimens” and will be
processed as such. Procedure is outlined in this policy.
* management of lifeless POC, less than 20 weeks’ gestation or less than 500 grams (if
gestational age is not known), may be considered for an autopsy. Procedure is outlined
in this policy.

Patients may specifically request special handling of products of conception (POC), surgical
specimen, after the laboratory has performed the necessary procedures. They may request to
have the specimen back for private burial or funeral burial. The Next of Kin (Parents) make
arrangements with the funeral director, who arranges the burial permit for fetal remains with
the City of Yellowknife Director of Community Services, even though not considered a “live
birth” or “stillbirth”.

For intrauterine deaths that occur under 20 weeks, only an external fetal examination is
performed unless consent for autopsy is received.
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DEFINTIONS

Products of Conception: The human fetus, placenta and other such products of conception
which occur with a miscarriage or therapeutic abortion.

Stillborns: defined in the Vital Statistics Act R.S.N.W.T. 2011, c. 34:

“stillbirth” means the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother, either after at least
20 weeks pregnancy or after attaining a weight of 500 grams, of a product of conception in
which, after the expulsion or extraction, there is no breathing, beating of the heart,
pulsation of the umbilical cord or movement of voluntary muscle; (mortinaissance)”

PROCEDURE
POC considered “surgical specimens”

1. When the intrauterine death is classified as a surgical specimen, the DynaLIFEpy
“Cytology/Tissue Pathology” requisition is completed {including medical history, delivery
record, weight and gestational age) and submitted with the specimen. The specimen
should be placed in a leak-proof, plastic container, and covered with 10% formalin.
Information for referral of sample to DynaLIFEp, can be obtained at:

http://www.dynalifedx.com/HealthProfessionals/TestDirectory/R/Routinetissuehistology/ta
bid/1092/Default.aspx

2. When the POC is classified as a surgical specimen, the following regulation applies, Section
38 of the Hospital and Health Care Facilities Standards Regulation, 2009 states:

38. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (4}, body tissues or sections of body tissues
removed during a surgical operation or curettage (a) shall be immediately set aside by
the medical practitioner or dentist performing the operation; and (b) shall be forwarded
with a short history of the case and a statement of findings at the operation, to a
laboratory approved by the Minister for laboratory diagnostic examination.

3. If the patient wishes to have the POC returned for private or funeral burial, two forms must
be submitted with the specimens for referral to laboratory and returned to Stanton
Territorial Health Authority (STHA) laboratory. They are:

a. a STHA “Consent for Products of Conception: To be Returned (under 20 weeks or
less than 500 grams) to be Returned” form (see Appendix A).

b. asigned letter from the attending physician indicating the POC is not considered a
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stillbirth and requesting the release of remains for burial. This requires a signed
letter to the patient’s funeral director from the attending physician indicating status
of remains as POC for burial and must state, “This letter is to confirm that on {Date),
(Mother’s Name}, from Northwest Territories suffered a miscarriage. The product of
conceptions weighed ___ grams and was approximate gestational age of
weeks. According to the Vital Statistics Act, this is not considered a stillbirth. The
parents have requested the opportunity to proceed with a burial (or other
disposition). Please consider releasing the product of conception for these
purposes.”

4. When the POC are returned to the laboratory the staff will notify the Patient Care
Coordinator (PCC). The PCC will make arrangements to store the POC in the morgue and
notify the funeral director. Laboratory personnel will ensure the ‘Anatomical Pathology
Specimen Release Form” (see Appendix C) is signed by the funeral director upon receipt of
the remains. The laboratory staff will send the signed “Anatomical Pathology Specimen
Release Form” back to DynalLifepy.

5. Specimens are held for ten (10) weeks at DynaLIFEpy in case there is a request for return to
parent’s funeral director. Should the parent(s) later decide to have the POC returned to
them, the parent will notify the physician ordering the laboratory examination. The
ordering physician will be responsible for arranging this transaction with DynalIFEpy (STHA
Laboratory will facilitate if requested), as outlined in Step 3, and ensuring the “Consent for
Products of Conception {under 20 weeks or less than 500 grams) to be Returned” form and
signed letter are forwarded to DynaLIFEpy immediately.

POC considered for an “autopsy, perinatal”

1. Intrauterine deaths from pregnancies terminated before 20 weeks gestational age for fetal
anomalies will be processed as “autopsy, perinatal”, providing a physician takes
responsibility for the request and obtains signed documentation from parent(s).

2. Autopsy services will require:

¢ the DynalLIFEpy two-page “Autopsy Consent Form” (see Appendix B), completed and
signed by the Parent(s) and ordering physician

¢ The above-mentioned information submitted to DynaLIFEpy for review by faxing to
780-453-9428

3. The requesting party, ordering physician or designate is notified by DynaLIFEpy of the facility
performing autopsy. The POC must not be transport the autopsy has been arranged and all
forms have been completed.
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Perinatal deaths (less than 20 weeks gestation at delivery) are to be:

Immediately placed in 10% neutral, buffered formalin together with the placenta
The placenta, placed in 10% formalin must be sent too

Formalin must be 10-20 time greater in volume than the specimen

The container must be puncture and leak-proof plastic and be appropriately labeled

The requesting party must arrange transportation of the POC to the selected autopsy
facility. The requesting party is responsible for all transportation arrangement, costs and
fees incurred.

If the patient wishes to have the POC returned for private or funeral burial, two forms must
be submitted with specimen for referral, and return, to laboratory. They are:

e a (STHA) “Consent for Products of Conception {under 20 weeks or less than 500 grams)
to be Returned” form
e a signed letter from the attending physician indicating the POC is not considered a
stillbirth and request remains be released for burial purposes. This can be done as a
signed letter to the patient’s funeral director from the attending physician indicating
status of remains as POC for burial and must state: “This letter is to confirm that on
(Date), (Mother’'s Name), from Northwest Territories suffered a miscarriage. The
product of conception weighed ____ grams and was approximate gestational age of
weeks. According to Vital Statistics Act, this is not considered a still birth. The
parents have requested the opportunity to proceed with a burial (or other disposition).
Please consider releasing the product of conception for these purposes.”

When the POC are returned to the laboratory the staff will notify the Patient Care
Coordinator {PCC). The PCC will make arrangements to store the POC in the morgue and
notify the funeral director. Laboratory personnel will ensure the Anatomical Pathology
Specimen Release Form (Appendix C) is signed by the funeral director upon receipt of the
remains. The laboratory staff will send the signed form back to Dynalifepy.

Reviewed and approved by: 1 Oct 2014

Chair, (CPAC

Reviewed and approved by: gﬂ'&uiﬁh W 10ct 2014

C;-.'ief Executive 6fﬁcer | {‘CC\. 264 L{
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Appendix A

. » Consent for Products of Conception

i ooder 20 weeks or less than 500 grams)
HEAH Tobe RETURNED =

i, am the biological mother/father of the Products of
Conception. | reqjuest that the Products of Conception be retumed to me/us or assigned funeral
director after being sent to the Iaboratory for testing.

Signature of Mother/Father Date

Witness Date

Phone i

Laboratory Personnel will
Director outlined below:

Patient Care Coordinator who will notify the Funeral

Name of Funeral Director:

Address:

Phone number:

Note: Original of this formn to be sent with products of conception. A copy s to be kept on the
mother's medical record.
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PHN | Healthcare #
“\m”‘r Chart / Record #
DynallFEy, _
- Patient Legal Name- Last:
Autopsy Consent Form First:
Physician:
Consent

Logal Mext of Kin Raniked In Ordsr of Authartty:

Personal representaiive of geceased, a5 named In wit of gdeceased;
Legat spouse / aoull Interdependent parines of geceasced;
AQuE chiiidren of the deceased (otdest Nrst),
Parents of aeceased (olgest Wst);
¥ pabient was 2 Depenent Adutt or, If 3 minot, 3 wand of the Province, the patients Guardian;
Aufl granechilgren of the ceceased (odest Irsl);
Adutt brethers [ ststers of the oeceaced (cllest trst)
ALUE nEphews o niaces of e teceased (Oigest Sty
Any other Aot next of kin (odest firet)
. Any person lawhully In possession af the body.

Mote:  ITnaxt of Xin higher in the ranking itst are afive and mentally competsnt. they must aign the conssat,
IT we are awars of any disseniton amongst family members, ine autopey

SR AN AL -

| am the (refationship) of o the best of my knowiedge.
I amthe highest legal next of kin ranked in arder of authority (see alove).

Idohmbymmuswdmmaudoynau%
{please check appropriate box for type of autopsy to be perform

] Complete Autopsy Examination

L) Pariat Autopsy Examination (Flease sp
on the body of said pabent

| authorize and direct the removal, use and disp
pathological diagnosis, therapeutic purposes,

Services to perform a:

or tissue 35 may be pecessary or desirable for
or medical research OR the following restrictions apply:

It & undersiood that reaxsonable disfigurement of the body.
Upen completion of the autopsy, i be refezsed to:

Funeral Home / Designate:
Funeral Home / Designate Phone Nu

Note: K unicnown. the Funeral Home of your choice will contact the Royal Alexandra Aulopsy Facility at (780) 715-4629
when amangements are made.

Sign Here

Next of Kin: (Pizase prix name) Next of Ian: (Pieass sign)
Date and time of Julhcreraion.

Witness{es)

Witness #1__
(Physician or delegate — please print name) Witness # 1 | signature)

For phone consent, an additional witness is required:
Winess #2

{Witness # 2 = please print name) Winess # 2 | signature))

Please complete consultation request on reverse.
Dynal FEg, Doc ID: HI-FM-ID08M45

Proprietary Revised: 26-Way-2008
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. DyNaLIFEn
Anatomical Pathology Diagrostic Lasoraiory Sarvices
PHN | Autopsy Consultation Request (T80} 451-3702
ow Pationt Lagel Name jLest) (Fust) Lindal) D{oo | Mu | v | FulNese & Locesen MUAT BE PROVEED
or -: Degyb
Adewe Oty Prov Pestat Cde il
Physicisn Code
Addiruis

Charldé Patheri Poais # Lab ¥
Orderiag Fhyaisea | Practiam: Phyaicien Cate Spmcimen Evuet Typw | B0 Type CPL [ Abwis Meath Core

A O auxLsaY OR €O O Company OT 0 OulofProv

— R~ b XX O Pregall P8 D PetertBE

Cardmring Adirmys f Location Aepat Localien Cote AP O AMDL Co. save

HC 0 HMCARE

& B |
Repait adees 1 dftarael weh O wonraa | clenta

coup
Dol weet Tine of Do

Do I ue | vy | Tenwpman
Briat Clindoal HIEtory and Un Cantosl

3 rat oroered mut patient in high nzx oeep)

O urncsan

Complete B History Queslionnaire for newnpainaingics!
Oeiine guide o Latoratory Sorvices Manua! under the *Reau’s ton® nic )

Hots: Amamatiee antwers fo soms of the sbove foss

Hepamns B ar C Tesy B penarg I unknaoen
8 a ™ :
Euzpect prion disease [ ¥ cnecxea, contact nesrematroingy service o the Copital Heolm Unversty of ABerts Hespital Laborwary.

! Exrminalion cn Polents sith Demenis (Form can b found on the Universtty of Alberta Hosoital

e Dxe:

Repen Agdress fF giferent fram ansve):

If FaerEsiEd In prefminary rensds by phone, pease provide name and peone | pager .

Date srxd Time of Autozy:

PefoOgs:

Reztient (¥ appliradle)

Doc ID: HI-FM-0008349
Revised: 26-Uay-2008
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Appendix C

/7
DynalIFEy,

Doty Latavatyy Bevara

ANATOMIC PATHOLOGY SPECIMEN RELEASE FORM
SPECIMEN ON:
Patient Name: PHN#: D.OB: i [
- I
Specimen Type F“‘(';’;'T; ")“" Collection Date/Time | Specimen Number

SURRENDERED TO:

NOTE: This specmen is beigg
you are taking n .
specmen(s} as i

By gamning possession of this specimen and signing the form
fave read and understand the inherent hazards regarding the

RELEASE APFROVED B
Pptherpgt
RELEASED BY:
Hame: gmaﬂe Sgnature:
Date Time: Sde:

PLEASE SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR
FORMALIN EXPOSURE HAZARDS AND BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS

DynaLiFEy, Doc (D: HIFFA-0006745
Proprtetary Revised: 10-Jun-2013
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This specimen 15 beng releazed to you with the understanding that by gaining poszession of this
specimen you are takang full recponsibility for it.

We recommend that the ransportahon, safekeeping, handlmg and bunal of the specimen be done
as putlined below to minimize exposure to formalin andfor biological hazads.

Eormalin Exposure Hazards:

« Short-term exposure to farmalin or formalin fived specimens may bave a drying effact on the skin, eyes and
mucons memhrases. Chronic exposare to farmalin ooy result in respirsory impairment and pulmanarny
sensitirytion. Long-tarm expemme to formalin has been shown w0 be associated with an increased risk of cancer of
the nose and ecoetsory sooses, nasephbarynpeal and arvphurysgeal caccer and lunp cancer in bumams.

» When hapdfing fiarmalin or formalin-fived sperimens, do so in 2 well-ventilated 2rea and wear appropriane
puotective pear (dbposable gloves, mask, formatin fiter, eye prowction) Wash hands afier handling the specimen
coatainer and'or the specimen.

o if exposed to formalin, remeve comfamsinated clothing aod wach the affcted area with larpe mmonots of water. If
contact with eyes, flush with brpe mmounts of water. Hmﬂd.dmk!ozo[mlkwnpmm Coatact poison
comtre] centre {1-800-332-1414 Alberta). In afl cases, seek ma per ;

. formalin frxad speciment by proand (@i, pervanal The packaging has
been conplete] to mest mequired prdelmes. However. if plnming to by air. special
Testrictions pecial labelling is required. A sheet will be provided upen
mequest, The will package accoriingly, i

» Maost tissuz have been fixed in formalin: even if tipecimelila: hoen wached with water, formalin
will still be retrized in the tisue and will cootinne w pegET ¥ bspecimen. The specimen(s) isfare

toxic and MUST NOT be ingested as food PN in Sl

» Your physicisn will have the scrpical or amtopsy gy and can answer any gquestisas you might

i, wear spproprize protective gear (disposable gloves,
wash hands afier handlmg the specimen container and/or specimen
o g fetact with the specimen (and’er coetamer) or body finids using detesgent
and water. isinfiect with a solgrien sfne part hozsebold bleach to nine parts water or an appropriste chemical

= Fresh aod/or pariially ferzmalin fived specimens cannot be stared for extended periods of ime ygless Sozen af -
30°C or conmpletely farmalin fived  Frozes specimess can be siored if kept ar-10°C.

® Transpastation pridelices for pround and air vary depending upen type of specizien (fresh, parmally formalin-
fixed, or frozen). A sheet outhicing specific requinemenrs will be provided upon request.




