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PURPOSE:
Emergency release of a blood product may occur in a situation where delaying transfusion may be deleterious to the recipient’s condition.  For STHA purposes this constitutes release prior to completion of patient pre-transfusion testing.  Pre-transfusion testing may include: ABO, Rh, Antibody Screen, Crossmatch, Phenotyping, or any other testing required to confirm the product is safe for transfusion. 
POLICY:
Blood products may be emergency issued only if no known compatible units are available.

If available, Rh compatible blood products will be transfused to all children and women of childbearing age.  Other patients may receive Rh incompatible units only if approved by physician and when inventory shortages exist (Rh positive units to Rh negative patients).
Only ABO compatible blood shall be transfused.  If a patient’s ABO status is not yet determined only Group O blood or Group AB Plasma shall be transfused.  If a patient’s ABO status has been determined by testing on the current sample, group compatible blood/plasma may be transfused even if other compatibility testing is not completed. (ie: tested ABO but not Screen or crossmatch).  See BLB50200 Issuing Donor Red Cells Prior to Completion of Pre-Transfusion Testing.  Historical records will not be used as a sole source to determining a patient’s ABO. Emergency release will only occur with a signed declaration from the requesting physician indicating that the clinical situation is of sufficient need to warrant release of untested blood.  The physician must obtain informed consent; when possible.
Testing must be completed as soon as possible after the release of blood.  Incompatibilities must be reported immediately to the ordering physician and the Hematopathologist on call.  These calls must be documented.  The transfusion shall be discontinued at the discretion of the physician.
A pre-transfusion specimen should be collected prior to initiation of transfusion.  Ensure that SCM20900 Blood Bank Collection and BLB20100 Specimen Acceptance/Rejection and Suitability for Blood Bank have been followed.
See policy BLB21010 Blood Group Substitutions for ABO/Rh substitutions and administration of RhIg when Rh Positive blood is given to an Rh Negative patient.
Recipients should be transfused with platelet concentrates in which the plasma is ABO compatible with the recipient’s red cells. 
PROCEDURE INSTRUCTIONS:
	Step
	Action

	When you receive a request for Emergency transfusion of a red blood cells, plasma or platelets.

	1
	Obtain a requisition with proper patient identification.  The ordering physician must sign the statement “I___ (name) request ___ (number) units of unmatched blood”.  If the physician is unable to sign the requisition a verbal order must be obtained.  Document “Verbal order by: ___ (name of practitioner)”, time, date, initials.  Do not delay the issue, obtain signature after transfusion initiated.

	2
	Collect a pre-transfusion specimen for compatibility testing prior to initiation of the transfusion.

	3
	Ensure patient has been correctly admitted to Medipatient.  If not contact the ward and have them immediately enter the patient.  

	4
	Accession the patient into SoftLab; order a Type & Screen and the required product.

	5
	Determine what product can be issued using BLB21000 – Compatibility and Selection of Units.  

	6
	If:
	Then:

	
	Red Blood Cells
	Remove one segment, label it with unit number, and store for later testing. Then go to Step 7.

	
	Plasma
	Thaw plasma using policy BLB21300 – Thawing Plasma. Then go to Step 7.

	
	Platelets
	Go to Step 7.

	7
	Emergency Issue product in SoftBank (Computer Steps below) to qualified MD, MLT, or Nurse.  

	8
	Attach “Unmatched Label” and Emergency Issue Record to the unit and give to transfusionist.

	9
	Begin compatibility testing as soon as possible.


Computer steps:
	To Emergency Issue Blood in SoftBank

	1
	Go to either:

1. SoftBank > Inventory > Products Orders Services > Emergency Issue and enter patient demographics or

2. SoftBank > Patient > Orders > Units and enter patient demographics before selecting Emergency Issue
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	2
	Scan into Batch unit selection the Barcodes for Unit number and Product Type. 
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	3
	Press F12-Accept and “Yes” to “Select these units?”.
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	Select “Yes” for Xmatch status: requested (unless tested before) Select?”
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	4
	Visually inspect the unit and fill in the “Condition” and “Issued to” fields.
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	5
	Save changes “Yes”.
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	6
	Complete the Exception box by entering in rationale for issuing blood prior to compatibility testing. 
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	7
	Press F12-Accept and “Yes” to “Save exception comment?”.
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	Press F12-Accept to accept one unit label and select label printer S24_ZEB4000T.
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	8
	Select your printer to obtain the Emergency Issue Transfusion Slip.
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	9
	The unit label can now be placed on a tag and attached to the unit.  Ensure the “Unmatched label covers the “Matched blood” info on the tag.
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	10
	The unit has been logged as issued and is now ready for Emergency Transfusion.  

	11
	Begin compatibility testing as soon as possible.  Notify the physician immediately if incompatibilities are found.  Under the discretion of the physician the transfusion may be aborted.  


RELATED DOCUMENTS:
· SCM20900 Blood Bank Collection
· BLB20100 Specimen Acceptance/Rejection and Suitability for Blood Bank
· BLB21010 Blood Group Substitutions
· BLB21000 Compatibility and Selection of Units.  
· BLB21300 Thawing Plasma
· BLB50200 Issuing Donor Red Cells Prior to Completion of Pre-Transfusion Testing

REFERENCES:
· Blood and Blood Components. Canadian Standards Association. CAN/CSA-Z902-10. February 2010.

· Standards for Hospital Transfusion Services, Version 3. Canadian Society of Transfusion Medicine. February 2011.

· Blood  & Blood Products, Administration of. Stanton Territorial Hospital. S:\Nursing Policies & Procedures\NURSING POLICIES & PROCEDURES\B\Blood & Blood Products - Administration of.pdf. August 2010.
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