Specimen Control Staff Meeting
Wednesday, June 26, 2024 (14:00-14:30)
Attendees:
Pearl Martin, Ryan Alexander, Vanessa Jaramillo, Jaime Kennedy, Robyn Villeneuve
Carolyn Russell
Discussion Items:
1. Staff was questioning if infectious chemistry specimens are Category B. Yes. Infectious chemistry specimens must be sent as Category B. In fact, Transport Canada has changed the definition of exempt human specimens to: [image: A screenshot of a medical history

Description automatically generated]
This means that most specimens are now Category B as we do not have access to this information.
2. Core Lab has asked that we stop entering referral specimens into Soft at 21:00 Monday through Thursday. You can continue to Medipatient, but only enter time sensitive or STAT specimens after 21:00 unless the Core Lab Tech asks you to continue. Continue to enter as much as you can on Friday night as weekend staff may not be able to process them all before they time out.
3. Please ensure that you put a copy to stamp on the PREN requisitions (even the ones from the communities). The CBS report only gets faxed to the Blood Bank printer if the stamp is present.
4. Please remember to add a SLAB cc on all orders. This is so we no longer need to use the stamp on the manifests. There should be a reminder to enter it, but staff indicated that the reminder is not currently working – Carolyn to follow up with LIS.
5. There was direction provided earlier that all morning ward collectors were to go up to wards together and come down from wards together. A Core Lab staff member brought forward that this was not occurring. In follow-up discussions with both Core and Specimen Control staff, feedback indicates that this process does not work well. This is no longer required, but the key point is that no one should be left behind or forgotten on the units.
6. I have been reviewing the temperature charts and have noted that they are not being consistently completed. Please ensure that they are filled in every day (including weekends).
7. Physicians can call in to have certain patients prioritized for outpatient appointments or walk-in slots. Wanda and Carolyn are working with the practitioners to formalize this process.
8. On the weekend, there are only 07:00 rounds. Please ensure that priority specimens are collected as ordered, and that you collect routine orders as soon as you have time. Please do not leave the routine orders until the end of the day as this creates a backlog that prevents the Core Lab staff from being able to leave on time.
9. Monday through Friday, ward rounds are to be completed at 07:00. 13:00, 15:00, and 19:00. The last 2 each day are performed by the evening shift.
10. Remember to enter your pay as it is early cut off this week.
11. ER collections (if any) should be done prior to going up for morning wards. Wanda is going to have a meeting discussing in-house collections with the other teams. I will keep you posted.
12. I have been asked to post the meeting minutes in both the shared drive and on MTS.
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Section A: When the patient’s medical history is known

Where a professional assessment* concludes that the patient specimen is unlikely to contain an infectious substance,
the patient specimen can be classified as “Exempt Human Specimen” and be shipped under the requirements of Section
1.42 of the TDG Regulations.

*Professional assessment must be performed by a knowledgeable individual. Factors such as the known medical history,
symptoms and individual circumstances of the patient and endemic local conditions must be considered. Individual
circumstances of the patient can include occupational or family setting which could lead to a higher probability of the
specimen containing an infectious substance.

Endemic local conditions are areas or communities for which the contamination rate of the population is known to be
higher than that of the general public on a larger scale.

1
© section A doesn't apply? Go to Section B

Section B: When the patient’s medical history is unknown or
unavailable
When the patient’s medical history is unknown or not available or if the patient specimen may contain a Category B

infectious substance, the patient specimen must be classified as UN3373, CATEGORY B INFECTIOUS SUBSTANCES and all
applicable requirements of the TDG Regulations must be complied with.

However, note that the exemption of Section 1.39 of the TDG Regulations, for Class 6.2, Infectious Substances, UN3373,
BIOLOGICAL SUBSTANCE, CATEGORY B, is applicable in this case.




