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Bacteria seen in gram stain but not 
on culture media 

(Day One)

Re-check gram

Is the bacteria 
that was seen in 

original gram 
seen on re-

check? 

Remake the gram stain 
slide and plant sample 
to ANO2 media if not 

already done

1. Edit the gram stain results

2. Final the ST order

3. Add the test comment }GMCR to the 
culture line (not in the ST order line)to 
state:   After further laboratory 
investigation, it was determined 
that the _______previously reported 
were not present in the gram stain. 

1. Try to isolate bacteria from the O2 media and/
or ANO2 media and report as per SOP

2. If unable to isolate, add the test comment 
}ORGI to the culture order line 
(not in the ST order line) to state:   Unable to 
isolate the ________ seen in the gram stain 
due to overgrowth of bacterial morphotypes.
Please recollect if clinically indicated. 

1. Edit the gram stain 
results 

2. Final the ST order

Has the gram 
been 

finalized?

Is the bacteria that 
was seen on original 

gram seen on re-
gram? 

YES

NO

Do sweep gram 
from O2 and/or 

ANO2 media

If there is no growth after 5 days, 
add the test comment }ORGF to the 
culture line (not the ST order line) 
to state:   The ____seen in the 
gram stain failed to grow in culture.  
Please recollect if clinically 
indicated. 

Final the ST 
order

Is the bacteria seen 
in the original gram 
seen in the sweep 

gram?

Is there any 
growth on either 

O2 or ANO2 
media?

YES NO

NO

Re-incubate ANO2 
media for up to 5 

days

NOYES

YES

YES

NO

 


