
 

Document Name:   
Microbiology Specimen Quality Comments Job Aid 
 

Distribution:  
Microbiology Specimen Processing Manual 

Document Number: 
MIC10130 
 

Date Issued:  
December 10, 2019  

Uncontrolled When Printed 

NOTE:  This is a CONTROLLED document for internal use only.  Any documents appearing in paper form are not controlled and should be checked against 
electronic version prior to use.          

FILENAME:  MIC10130-Microbiology Specimen Quality Comments Job Aid PRINT DATE: 1/11/2022 11:01 AM 

 

SPECIMEN TYPE WHEN TO ADD SPECIMEN QUALITY CODE 

• Bacterial vaginosis screen 

• Blood culture 
• Body fluid culture 

• Genital culture (upper/lower/IUD) 
• Gonorrhoeae culture 

• Trichomonas rapid test 

Specimen >24 hours old DELAY 

• Ear culture and Eye culture 
• Group B screen 

• MRSA/MRO/VRE screen 
• Nose culture 

• Oral/Yeast culture 
• Tip culture 

• Throat culture 
• Wound culture (deep/superficial) 

Specimen >48 hours old DELAY 

• Blue top or grey top urine 

• Sputum 
Specimen >72 hours old DELAY 

Blood culture Bottle received cold COLD 

Blood culture Bottle frozen FROZE 

Blood culture Bottle expired BLDEX 

Body fluid Received on swab SWBFL 

Body fluid  Sample not spun NOSPI 

Specimen leaked Specimen leaked LEAK 

Irretrievable specimen not labelled  Irretrievable specimen not labelled IRR 

GC culture  Swab for GC does not contain charcoal NGON 

GC culture Vaginal swab received for N. gonorrhoeae VAGGC 

Bacterial vaginosis screen swab BV swab > 5 days old SLIDE 

VRE No fecal matter on VRE swab VRE 

 


