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Where do 

samples go for 

testing?

Micro samples arrive 

at lab

Refer to MIC90210-STH 

Microbiology Laboratory-

Specimen Collection Job Aid for 

list of where samples are sent

Micro testing done 

at STH Micro Lab

Micro testing done 

at APL

Order, collect and receive 

samples in the LIS

Room temperature 

specimens, including  

BC vials

Refrigerated 

specimens
Category A 

Specimens

Refer to MIC90210-STH 

Microbiology Laboratory-Specimen 

Collection Job Aid for storage 

temperatures

Refer to MIC10150-Microbiology LIS 

Ordering Job Aid for ordering 

samples in the LIS

Sort samples based on 

temperature requirements

Place the individual sample biohazard bags and 

batch of swabs together in an inner leak proof 

polybag.  Write  Room temperature microbiology 

samples  in the Itemized List of Contents and 

Handling Instructions section of the bag

Place polybag into a secondary pressure vessel.  

Write  Room temperature microbiology samples  

in the Itemized List of Contents and Handling 

Instructions section of the bag

Place the sample biohazard bags together in an 

inner leak proof polybag.  Write  Refrigerated 

microbiology samples  in the Itemized List of 

Contents and Handling Instructions section of 

the bag. Wrap bag with ice packs and use an 

elastic to secure

Place polybag into a secondary pressure vessel .  

Write  Refrigerated microbiology samples  in the 

Itemized List of Contents and Handling 

Instructions section of the bag

Package sample in a Cat A shipping box using 

TDG instructions

Place secondary pressure vessel in cooler being 

sent to STH

Place secondary pressure vessel in cooler being 

sent to STH

Place DO NOT OPEN label on the side of the box

Complete 5 colour copies of the Shippers 

Declaration.  File 1 copy and place remaining on 

top of the Category A box for the shipper

Place box with rest of shipment to Yellowknife

Package samples and 

refer to APL

Ensure sample lids are tightly closed and place 

samples individually in a biohazard bag 

containing an absorbent sheet

Package sorted specimens 

for shipment

Ensure sample lids are tightly closed and place 

urine samples individually in a biohazard bag 

containing an absorbent sheet 

NOTE:  Swabs do not need to be individually 

bagged

 


