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Specimen Acceptability Volume Requirements

Clinical Significance: This guideline covers the parameters for the volume requiremenst
of an acceptable specimen for coagulation testing. Anticoagulant concentration and
volume and specimen (blood) volume, are variables that may affect coagulation testing
results.

Principle: This procedures provides the performance guidelines for assessing the
acceptable fill volume for 3.2 % Sodium Citrate collection tubes that may be used in the
coagulation laboratory.

Acceptable Specimen:
A specimen collected in 3.2% Sodium Citrate is acceptable for coagulation testing
if it meets the requirements for volume, hematocrit is less than 56%, is not more
than 4 hours old* and is not clotted.
*Only specimens for PT and Ddimer testing are stable for up to 24 hours at Room
Temperature

Accept:;ble Volume R_(aquiremen_ts: .3.2% Sodium Citrate blood vacutainer tubes _‘

* 4.5 ml and 2.7 ml vacutainer tubes: Acceptable specimen is filled within the
+/- 10% range of the stated vacuum fill volume of the blue top tube as shown

¢ 1.8 ml vacutainer tubes: exact fill to indicator line is acceptable

4.5ml+/-10 % and 2.7ml +/- 10%) | 1.8 ml filled to indicator line
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¢ Underfilled: QNS (Quantity Not Sufficient)
Specimen does not meet minimum fill requirement
¢ Overfilled: Specimen is filled beyond the maximum fill line
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