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DESCRIPTION  

 

Purpose: 

This education update relates to a CAP failure for the Gram Stain 
survey D5-A 2021 
Description: 

 

Review the slide, our morphology result, CAP participant results and 
discussion concerning it. 
 

Document your compliance with this training update by taking the quiz in the 
MTS system. 
 
 

 
D5-04 slide – morphology was resulted as ‘Cocci in clusters’ by one of our labs 

 
Continued on next page 
  



 

 

CAP Participant Results and Discussion  

 
 
Ron Master’s assessment 

Staphylococci never form chains, they only appear as single, pairs, tetrads and clusters 
(mostly clusters). 
 
Streptococci may appear as singles, pairs, and chains. If there are many organisms (as 
in this slide), there may be some clumps or clusters, but as long as you see chains, it 
must GPC in chains. You never see chains with staphylococci. Simply, if you see 
chains, it is GPC in chains no matter what else you see. 
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