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	POLICY STATEMENT
	Moraxella catarrhalis is recognized as a significant pathogen. The isolation of this organism from routine sputum cultures is associated with clinical infection. The rapid identification of this organism is important since most strains produce beta lactamase and are resistant to Penicillin and Ampicillin. Conventional methods for identification may take up to 48 hours to perform. The detection of an enzyme butyrate esterase is a rapid means of identifying Moraxella catarrhalis. The enzyme butyrate esterase releases indoxyl from indoxyl butyrate and spontaneously forms indigo in the presence of oxygen.

	PURPOSE
	This procedure provides technical instruction for the performance of the Catarrhalis Disk test.

	SCOPE
	This procedure applies to testing personnel authorized to perform testing. This group includes, but is not limited to Laboratory Technologists as well as leads and supervisory personnel.

	RESPONSIBILITY
	All the above personnel are responsible for following the Catarrhalis Disk test procedure without exception. In addition, testing personnel are also responsible for evaluating the results and taking proper remedial action. 

	RELATED DOCUMENTS
	MICR 6440 F Catarrhalis Disk QC chart


REAGENTS 

· Catarrhalis test disk 

QUALITY CONTROL

Perform with each new lot or shipment. 

· Positive Control = Moraxella catarrhalis ATCC 8176
· Negative Control = Neisseria lactamica ATCC 23970
PROCEDURE

1. Gram stain the isolate prior to performing the test. Test only oxidase positive gram-negative diplococci.

2. Using forceps, place the disk in an empty Petri dish or on a clean glass slide. DO NOT REHYDRATE THE DISK.

3. Rub several colonies (a visible inoculum) across the disk using a wooden applicator stick.

4. Observe for a blue-green color development within 2 minutes.

REPORTING

· Positive test = blue-green color development. Perform Beta-lactamase testing on all positives. Enter the appropriate organism code:

· MORCATBL    = M.catarrhalis (Beta Lac +)

· MORCATBLN = M.catarrhalis (Beta Lac -)
· Negative Test = no color development

Enter the result in the appropriate spot in the Meditech workcard.
REFERENCE

Remel Catarrhalis Test Disk package insert, September 2006
St. Agnes Hospital, 900 S. Caton Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
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