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	POLICY STATEMENT
	The Remel BactiStaph Kit is a rapid test utilizing protein-coated latex particles which are capable of detecting both clumping factor and protein A simultaneously.  The aggregation of the smooth black latex suspension with the subsequent loss of black background in this test represents a positive reaction and is visible to the unaided eye within 60 seconds. 

	PURPOSE
	This procedure provides technical instruction for the performance of the BactiStaph Test.

	SCOPE
	This procedure applies to testing personnel authorized to perform testing. This group includes, but is not limited to Laboratory Technologists as well as leads and supervisory personnel.

	RESPONSIBILITY
	All the above personnel are responsible for following the BactiStaph procedure without exception. In addition, testing personnel are also responsible for evaluating the results and taking proper remedial action. 

	RELATED DOCUMENTS
	MICR 6480 F Staph Latex QC chart


REAGENTS 

BactiStaph Kit

· Latex reagent
· Positive control
· Negative control
· Disposable slides
· Stirring sticks
Store at 2ºC to 8ºC. DO NOT use the beyond the expiration date.  Do not mix lot components.

QUALITY CONTROL

The Remel BactiStaph kit contains a positive control and a negative control. Quality Control is performed for each new lot or shipment of kits, run the old kit controls with the new kit to perform a parallel crosscheck before the putting the new kit in use.

PROCEDURE

1. It is recommended to screen suspect Staphylococci colonies using a Gram Stain and catalase test before proceeding to the latex test procedure.

2. Warm reagents to room temperature before use.

3. Just prior to use, resuspend the Latex Reagent by thoroughly mixing.

4. Add one drop of the Latex Reagent directly to the slide, inside one of the circled areas.

5. Select 2 to 5 isolated colonies of the suspect Staphylococci from the primary medium.

6. Using a stirring stick, apply an 18-24 hour culture of Staphylococcus directly to a dry area of the slide within the same circle as the latex reagent.

7. Slowly blend the Staphylococcus into the reagent using the stirring stick.

8. Spread the mixture over the entire circle of the test slide provided.  
9. Rotate the slide with circular motions for up to 60 seconds or until agglutination occurs.  This usually occurs within 10 to 15 seconds.  Do not rotate more than 60 seconds.  If using an automated rotator, do not exceed 125 rpm.

10. If a questionable result are obtained, retested isolate using the coagulase tube test.

REPORTING

· Positive = Agglutination is the aggregation of the black latex suspension with subsequent loss of black background
· Negative = little or no agglutination occurs (without loss of black background)

Enter the result in the appropriate spot in the Meditech workcard.
NOTE: Staphylococcus saprophyticus, Staphylococcus sciuri, Staphylococcus lugdunensis and Staphylococcus schleiferi have been reported to cause false positive reactions on latex kits. Other Staphylococci that are coagulase positive, such as Staphylococcus hyicus and Staphylococcus intermedius, will be positive with this test.  

Other organisms in addition to Staphylococcus aureus (particularly yeasts) may cause agglutination.

REFERENCES

Remel BactiStaph package insert,  August 26, 2008
St. Agnes Hospital, 900 S. Caton Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
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