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	POLICY STATEMENT
	When organisms split urea, ammonia is formed during incubation which makes the reaction of this media alkaline, producing a red- pink color. Consequently, urease production may be detected by the change in the phenol red indicator.

	PURPOSE
	This procedure provides technical instruction for the performance of the Urea Slants test.

	SCOPE
	This procedure applies to testing personnel authorized to perform testing. This group includes, but is not limited to Laboratory Technologists as well as leads and supervisory personnel.

	RESPONSIBILITY
	All the above personnel are responsible for following the Urea Slants procedure without exception. In addition, testing personnel are also responsible for evaluating the results and taking proper remedial action. 


REAGENTS 

Urea Agar Slant

Store at 2ºC to 8ºC. DO NOT use the beyond the expiration date.  
QUALITY CONTROL

Quality control is performed by the manufacturer according to CLSI Guidelines.

PROCEDURE 

1. Using an isolated colony from an 18 - 24 hour culture, inoculate the urea slant by streaking back and forth. Do not stab the butt since it serves as a color control. 

2. Incubate with loose caps at 35ºC.

3. Observe tubes after 2, 4, 6 and 24 hours. (Some organisms may require longer incubation periods).
REPORTING
· Positive = intense pink-red (red-violet) color on the slant. 
The color may permeate into the agar butt. The extent of the color indicates the rate of urea hydrolysis. Most Proteus Species will give a positive reaction within 4 hours. Other Enterobacteriaceae require 24 hours or more to demonstrate a positive slant reaction.

· Negative = no color change; the agar medium remains pale yellow to buff.

Enter the result in the appropriate spot in the Meditech workcard.

REFERENCES

BD Quality Control and Product Information Manual for Tubed Media, January 2011
St. Agnes Hospital, 900 S. Caton Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
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