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POLICY STATEMENT: 
To monitor pH of the effluent contained in the accumulation tank for the designated sinks and drains at the Core Lab. In the event of an excursion out of the acceptable pH range the system will alarm to notify the laboratory and hospital staff.
PROCESS:  
1. The Town and Country Plastics pH monitor provides a constant reading of the tank pH in addition to recording the data. The recorded data is kept on the monitoring device for one month. The readings for prior months are stored in accordance with CAP and DPH guidelines.
2. The pH monitor is checked during each operational day by laboratory staff for correct operation including, current pH and the status of the recording paper. The Massachusetts Water Resource Authority (MWRA) allows a range of the effluent pH contained in the tank of 5.5 – 12.0.
3. In the event of an alarm status created by a pH outside the acceptable range, the laboratory staff must document the pH every 15 minutes, note the time of each reading and immediately contact one of the following individuals:

a. Laboratory QA, Safety and Regulatory Officer

b. Laboratory Operations Manager
c. Laboratory Associate Director

d. Hospital Director of Facilities

4. The MWRA will allow for an excursion of the pH below 5.5 subject to the following conditions:

a. The total time of the pH excursion below 5.5 is less than seven hours in a calendar month

b. No individual excursion exceeds 60 minutes in duration

c. The excursion cannot exceed a pH of 5.0

5. At the discovery of alarm status a member of the laboratory or hospital management team may take steps including, but not limited to restricting the use of selected instruments feeding effluent into the accumulation tank or halting operations for certain areas of testing as well as testing the pH of effluent created at each drain that flows to the accumulation tank to identify the contributing source of the pH excursion.

6. Laboratory or Hospital management may at their discretion, request additional testing by an outside vendor to confirm acceptability of effluent streams created and permissibility to feed into the accumulation tank.

7. Additional steps include contacting instrument or reagent vendors to research any contribution source.

FORMS:

1. Daily Accumulation Tank pH Monitor Check
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Daily Accumulation Tank pH Log Template

2. Core Lab Plumbing Plan
RELATED POLICIES:

1. Use of the Core Lab Accumulation Tank pH Monitor
REFERENCES:
1. MWRA regulations – 360 CMR: Massachusetts Water Resource Authority, 10.023 – 10.026, August 2009
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