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POLICY:

                      NTD1 and NTD2 are neural tube deficiencies tests that are collected and sent to a reference lab for testing.

PROCESS:
1. Processing: NTD Blood cards (NTD1)
A Patient presents with Blood Card requisition fully completed by a physician.

B Confirm that the patient has signed and dated the card where indicated.

C Indicate if the patient smokes on the card. 

D Confirm that the Blood Collection Date is filled in at the top of the card, as   well as the name of the phlebotomist collecting the specimen.                
E Order as an NTD1 in the system.

2. Phlebotomy:

A Use Whitetop Tube (Plain)

B Immediately press White Diff-safe device into top of tube.

C Press onto all five circles on filter paper on the blood card requisition.
D Place a barcoded patient label and a smaller label on the pink copy of the   

                    Requisition, a smaller label can also go on the back of the card.

E Dispose of the blood tube.

F Place specimen on the drying rack for one hour. Make sure the specimen  

                    label and the tracking label are on the pink copy.
G Send the pink copy to the core lab (attn. Robin) for tracking purposes. 
H Put the blood card and the demographic information in a large specimen bag, one patient specimen/bag. Send specimens to the core lab for chemistry to send out.
I If you are not sending the specimen to the core lab but it appears on the batch that you are sending, you must un-receive it until ready to send.

J To reorder plastic devices for NTD blotting, call NTD at 631-425-0800 ext 3.  

         Confirm your shipping address when calling.

3. Processing NTD2 testing
A Patient arrives with Ultra Screen Two requisition completed by a physician.

B Confirm that the patient has signed the requisition.
C Order NTD2 in the system.
D Make a copy of the requisition. (Send for scanning).

4. Phlebotomy:

A Draw the patient using a TigerTop tube (Red with Yellow center).

B Centrifuge the specimen
C Place the labeled tube in a specimen bag with the Ultra Screen Two 
         requisition and send to chemistry.
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