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SUBJECT: Issuing of blood and blood components
SCOPE:
This policy applies to all blood bank personnel. 

POLICY:
To establish a policy for issuing blood and blood products.
PROCEDURE:
5.0 Procedure (OR)
5.1 Only an RN, LPN, or physician may sign out blood or components for transfusion.  Only an MT or MLT, with current BB competency status, can issue blood or blood components.
5.2 The Surgical Suites are located in remote locations relative to the blood bank causing a change in process for the issue of blood and blood products.
5.3 When blood is needed in surgery often staffing precludes having available personnel to wait near the pneumatic tube system during the normal duration of the remote request process.  To accommodate this need, nursing will call blood bank from the surgical suite with the patient name, medical record number, date of birth, blood bank ID number, and product required.  A tech in blood bank will enter this information in the first section of the Remote Request for Blood Products form (LAB-089pc) (copies in the lateral file top drawer in file titled “Remote request for Blood”) along with the name of the requesting nurse, the date, and time of the request.
5.4 A blood bank tech checks the first section for completion and pulls the appropriate product from blood bank inventory.  The tech completes the second section of the form including the unit number of the product, the blood bank identification number (if appropriate) from the unit, and the expiration date of the unit.  Using a highlighter the unit expiration on the front label of the unit must be highlighted to focus attention on the expiration date of the unit.  The tech reviews the information the same way as if a nurse was present to double check the information prior to issue of the product.  The tech signs, dates, and indicates the time this review occurred on the remote request.  On the blood bank requisition in place of the nursing signature write “Remote Request” and complete the remainder of the blood bank requisition as normal.  Package the remote request and the chart copy (still attached) with the unit into a large zip closure bag. Apply a biohazard label to the exterior of the bag.  Place this package into the pneumatic tube overwrap and package into the pneumatic tube bullet.
5.5 Send via secure transmission (described in the pneumatic tube policy) to the appropriate department using the blood bank phone extension (3516) as the release code.  Call the receiving department to inform them that the blood product is on the way.  If the bullet has not been released at the receiving station within 10 minutes the pneumatic tube system is designed to retrieve the bullet to the lab station.  As rapidly as possible, check the temperature of the unit using the Thermapen in blood bank.  If the unit is within acceptable temperature, return to the blood bank refrigerator for reissue.  If outside of acceptable temperature range, discard the unit.
5.6 The receiving nurse completes the last section of the Remote request, makes a copy for blood bank, charts the original, and returns the copy to blood bank via the pneumatic tube system.
6.0 References:
21st Edition of Technical Manual, AABB.
34th Edition of Standards for Blood Banks and Transfusion Services, AABB.
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