Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus) is a Gram-positive, lancet-shaped (long, narrow, and pointed form, similar to the shape of a lancet), facultative anaerobic organism, typically appearing in pairs (diplococci) or short chains. They appear purple or blue under a microscope, are often encapsulated, and are a primary cause of community-acquired pneumonia, meningitis, and sepsis.
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