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HIV Specimen Collection Process
Purpose:  
To provide instruction on the handling and processing of blood samples for HIV testing.

Scope: 
The Saratoga Hospital Laboratory.

Policy:  
The type of HIV tests ordered and collected are dependent on the presented situation.  Saratoga Hospital and its affiliated laboratories match specific guidelines to different circumstances to ensure the correct specimens are ordered as well as collected according to Admin Policy II-49, and Admin Policy II-68.

Procedure: 
Provider or Patient Care Unit

1. A physician or other authorized person will obtain written informed consent from the patient for HIV testing.  

Note:  In instances where consent for source patient testing can not be obtained, follow the appropriate procedures outlined under the Special Considerations section of this procedure.
2. After consent is obtained, the provider will order HIV testing. 
3. The patient care unit or provider will order the appropriate test in Meditech.
Note:  See Attachment 1, HIV Collection Chart.
Phlebotomy Department

1. The lab will be alerted there is an HIV specimen to be collected via MobiLAB, or Meditech.
Note: The patient care floor will notify the Accessioning department when the orders are entered as STAT.

2. Identify the situation according to Attachment 1, HIV Collection Chart.
3. Draw the patient according to Blood Specimen Collection Process.
Note:  Follow the appropriate procedures outlined under the Special Considerations section of this procedure.
4. Transport, receive, and distribution specimens to the appropriate laboratory section according to the Accessioning Procedure.
Special Considerations:

Anonymous Testing ( Consent Not Able to be Obtained ( Source Patient Testing
In cases where consent cannot be obtained for source patient testing, the following procedure must be followed.

1. The Nursing Supervisor or Director of the patient care unit will generate a separate account with the following demographics.

· Name: Anonymous,  Initials of the Exposed Employee
· DOB: Date of Birth of the Exposed Employee
Note:  This particular format creates a situation where the HIV results are not traceable to the source patient.
2. The patient care unit will place a requisition in Meditech for the following tests.

· SOCHIVANON- SOURCE HIV ONLY ANONYMOUS
· SOCNOHIVNC- SOURCE PT HBSAG & HCV ONLY
Note:  The SOCNOHIVNC- SOURCE PT HEPATITIS ONLY will be ordered the source patient’s X0#.
3. The patient care unit will call the laboratory to let them know STAT Anonymous Source Patient HIV testing has been ordered.

4. Phlebotomist must go into Meditech, and print the Anonymous Source Patient HIV labels.

Note:  This must be done because the patient will not have a hospital wrist band that corresponds to the X0# in which SOCHIVANON- SOURCE HIV ONLY ANONYMOUS has been ordered.  
5. The Nursing Supervisor or the Director of the patient care unit will meet the phlebotomist.  The patient will be identified as Anonymous, Initials of the Exposed Employee /// Date of Birth of the Exposed Employee.
Note:  The phlebotomist will identify the patient for the SOCHIVANON- SOURCE HIV ONLY ANONYMOUS test through the Nursing Supervisor or the Director of the patient care unit.  However, the phlebotomist will follow the Iatric System’s MobiLAB procedure to identify and labels for the SOCNOHIVNC- SOURCE PT HEPATITIS ONLY test.

6. To protect the exposed employee, results are NEVER called to the patient care unit. 

7. Draw the patient according to Blood Specimen Collection Process.

8. Transport, receive, and distribution specimens to the appropriate laboratory section according to the Accessioning Procedure.
Rules Regarding Additional Specimen Collection 

· For an Invalid Rapid HIV Result:  Technologist will repeat testing with the original specimen.  If results are still invalid, the technologist will order the LabCorp HIV Screen with reflex to Western Blot and notify the phlebotomist to obtain a second sample.  The technologist will also notify the Nursing Supervisor or Director of the patient care unit that a second specimen must be obtained.

· For Reactive Rapid HIV Result:  Technologist will repeat testing with the original specimen.

· To protect the exposed employee, do not discuss the redraw with anyone other than the Nursing Supervisor or Director of the patient care unit. 
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· Saratoga Hospital Admin Policy II-49, Patient Identification.
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Attachment 1:  HIV Collection Chart
	Patient Situation
	Tests to be Ordered
	Pneumonics

	OB Patient on C1
	Rapid HIV
	HIVR

	Source Patient from Employee Exposure
	Rapid HIV, Hep B Surface Antigen, Hep C Antibody
	SOHIVNC

	Employee From an Exposure Incident
	HIV Screen, Hep C Antibody, CBC w/ Diff, Comprehensive Metabolic Panel (Possibly a Hep B Surface Antibody)
	HIV SCREEN
HEP C ANTIBODY

CBC

CMP

HEP C ANTIBODY

	Provider Ordered for Patient Screening
	HIV Screen
	HIV SCREEN

	Prognostic HIV Testing for Monitoring
	These vary.  An example is HIV RNA PCR testing, 
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