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Trichomonas vaginalis
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Please review the images of Trichomonas vaginalis. The Protozoa are approximately the size of a white cell and slightly larger, with motile flagella protruding from the ends.  Note that motility must be present on the prepared slide in order to identify and report them from the wet prep.  You may view the video attached in MTS to see the motility. When in doubt, have a second tech review before releasing results that are questionable.
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“Clue Cells”
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These pictures are representative of both clue cells and normal vaginal epithelial cells.  Note the differences between the two cell types.
Normals vaginal epithelial cells have distinct edges with clear outlines. There may be some bacteria present on the cell, but not covered as the clue cell is.
Clue cells have a jagged, rough appearance on the outer membrane, sometimes called a “tattered flag” appearance.  There is no linear quality to the outer membrane of the clue cells.  
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