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TITLE: LIFE SAFETY (FIRE SAFETY)

PRINCIPLE / PURPOSE: The information of a properly prepared Fire Safety Plan will help the occupants in utilizing life safety features in the building, ensure an orderly evacuation at the time of an emergency and provide a maximum degree of flexibility to achieve the necessary fire safety for the building.

Responsibility: Management and employees

Key elements:
· What to do If You Discover a Fire
· What to do if you Hear an Alarm
· Fire Safety Information
· Extinguisher Operation
· Evacuation Routes and Procedures 

SCOPE: This document relates to the safety of personnel and visitors in disciplines within the clinical laboratory.

PROCEDURE:
The hospital fire plan is observed by the laboratory. Refer to the related procedures for details. 

1. What to do if you discover a fire

R -   Rescue those in immediate danger. 
A -   Activate the fire alarm. 
C -   Confine the fire. Close all remaining doors and windows in the fire zone.
E -   Extinguish the fire.

NOTE:
If the fire is small and you know you can put it out quickly, do so using available resources. Otherwise, do not attempt to extinguish the fire. Shut the door and leave it closed.

2. What to do if you hear a fire alarm
Listen for the announcement of the location: Level and zone.  A map of the fire zones (Supplemental Materials #1) is located near primary and secondary exits.

If in or adjacent to the announced zone:
· Close all doors
· Ask visitors to remain still
· Clear hallways
· Do not transport patients/personnel
· Do not use elevators or pneumatic tube system
· Do not evacuate unless instructed to do so.

Alamance Regional:
	Evacuation Route
	The route is posted adjacent to the front door of the clinical lab and by the evening supervisor's office near the mailboxes in the clinical lab, in the hallway behind the lab near the stairwell, on both front and rear doors of the histology lab and the door of the pathology office/administrative area.  The route also includes the locations of the fire pulls fire exits, fire extinguishers, primary and secondary evacuation routes, emergency showers and eyewashes.



	Pull Stations
	Fire activation pull stations are located:
- beside the front exit to the Medical Mall
- in the front of the lab next to the tube station
- in the rear of lab next to the bathroom by the offices
- in the back hall next to the stairwell door
- in the main hallway of the Cardiopulmonary/Blood Gas Lab



	Fire Extinguisher
	Class ABC fire extinguishers are located:
- in the back of the clinical lab adjacent to the hand washing sink
- in the hallway behind the labs by the stairwell 
- in the front hallway outside of the histology lab and the blood bank window
- in the main hallway of the cardiopulmonary lab
-in the microbiology lab on the wall to the right before the refrigerators. 


	Staff Gathering Location
	Primary – Grassy area in front of the visitor’s enterance.
Secondary – Parking lot outside of the secordary exit stairwell. 



MedCenter Mebane
	Evacuation Route
	Route posted near the exits. Shows locations of pull stations, fire exits, fire extinguishers, primary and secondary evacuation routes, emergency eyewash.

	Pull Stations
	One outside of Lab  at Nurses Station near rooms 3 and 4
One beside exit by administration office (primary exit)
One inside glass entrance doors at secondary exit

	Fire Extinguisher
	One class ABC fire extinguisher is located in the lab and 
one outside lab between exam rooms 3 and 4.

	Fire Exits

	Marked with EXIT. Clearly illuminated with emergency lighting 
The primary and secondary exits are for all personnel, including those with disabilities.

	Fire Zones (Smoke Compartment)
	The Mebane Medical Park has two smoke compartments. The Ambulatory Surgery Center and the Outpatient Center. A smoke compartment is an area of the building in which smoke and fire will be trapped by special walls that go from the concrete floor to the concrete floor above.  These walls are continuous from outside wall to outside wall.  Where they cross corridors there are double doors that will close automatically if the fire is on your floor.  A smoke compartment wall should hold back smoke and fire for 60 minutes.  If you leave your door propped open, you have violated the wall and smoke will travel through your door to the other side.

	Fire Drills
	ALWAYS evacuate


	Staff Gathering Location
	Primary and Secondary – Grassy knoll.



Cancer Center
	Evacuation Route
	Route posted near the exit. Shows locations of pull stations, fire exits, fire extinguishers, primary and secondary evacuation routes, emergency eyewash.

	Pull Stations
	One outside of Lab in the main hallway towards the hospital (at the end of the hallway next to the stairwell)
One off the lobby in the main entranceway (near the valet office)

	Fire Extinguisher
	2 Class ABC fire extinguishers are located in the lab; one at the entranceway and another in the opposite diagonal corner of the lab and One in the main hallway towards to hospital 

	Fire Exits

	Marked with EXIT. Clearly illuminated with emergency lighting 
The primary and secondary exits are for all personnel, including those with disabilities.

	Fire Zones (Smoke Compartment)
	Self closing fire doors limit the spread of fire from floor to floor. Each zone is a smoke compartment in which smoke and fire will be trapped by special walls that go from the concrete floor to the concrete floor above. 

	Fire Drills
	All lab personnel must participate in Fire Exit drills at least annually. 
Note: Interruption of lab services is not required, and small subsets of staff will participate in each drill. This is to evaluate escape routes and ensure corridors are clear and doors operate properly.

	Staff Gathering Location
	Primary – In parking lot in front of the main enterance of the Cancer Center.
Secondary – In the healing garden outside the secondary exit door.



3. Fire Safety Information

a. Fire Exits - Marked "EXIT" and clearly illuminated with emergency lighting.  The primary exit is for all personnel, including those with disabilities.  The secondary exit for the pathology and clinical labs required the use of stairs.

b. Fire Zones (Smoke Compartments) - Self closing fire doors limit the spread of fire from floor to floor. Each zone is a smoke compartment in which smoke and fire will be trapped by special walls that go from the concret floor to the concrete floor above. These walls are continuous from outside wall to outside wall. Where they cross corridors there are double doors that will close automatically if the fire is on your floor.  A smoke compartment wall should hold back smoke and fire for 60 minutes.  If you leave your door propped open, you have violated the wall and smoke will travel through your door to the other side.

Note: The Clinical and the Pathology Labs are located in Zone Golf- Level one and the Cardiopulmonary/Bloog Gas  Lab is located in Zone Foxtrot- Level One.

c. Fire Drills - All lab personnel must participate in all fire drills.  Unless the fire alarms are being tested, when a "Code Red" is announced, all lab personnel should report to the front of the lab to review the code and fire safety information.  Each person should sign the fire drill form.

4. Extinguisher Operation

P - Pull the pin
A - Aim nozzle
S - Squeeze handle
S - Sweep the extinguisher

5. Evacuation Routes and Procedures

General Clinical Laboratory:
Primary:  Exit out of front door of the lab and turn left; proceed along corridor to the Visitor’s Entrance.  Turn right onto this corridor and proceed to exit straight ahead.
Primary exit for persons with disabilities: Same as primary exit above.
Secondary:  Exit out the back door of the lab and straight ahead into stairwell.  Proceed down one flight of stairs and exit the building by the receving docks.
Secondary exit for persons with disabilities:  Exit out the back door of the lab and turn left into hallway, take first door into histology lab and exit out of the front door of histology.  Turn right into the Medical Mall corridor and proceed straight to exit through the main Medical Mall entrance.

Anatomic Pathology Laboratory:

Histology Lab
Primary:  Exit out of the front door of the lab and turn right into the Medical Mall corridor.  Proceed straight and exit through the main Medical Mall entrance
Primary exit for persons with disabilities: Same as primary exit above.
Secondary:  Exit out the back door of the lab and turn right into the hallway and then turn left to enter the stairwell.  Proceed down one flight of stairs and exit the building by the receving docks.
Secondary exit for persons with disabilities:  Exit out the back door of the lab and turn right into hallway and right into the main clinical lab. Exit out of the front door of the lab and turn left; proceed along corridor to the Visitor’s Entrance. Turn right inot this corridor and proceed to exit straight ahead.

Pathology Office/Administrative Area:
Primary:  Exit out of the main entrance of the office area and turn left into the hallway.  Take another left and enter the stairwell.  Proceed down one flight of stairs and exit the building by the receving docks.
Primary exit for persons with disabilities:  Exit out the main entrance of the office area and turn left into the hallway and right into the main clinical lab. Exit out of the front door of the lab and turn left; proceed along corridor to the Visitor’s Entrance. Turn right inot this corridor and proceed to exit straight ahead.
Secondary:  Exit out the main entrance of the office area, cross the hallway and enter the histology lab.  Proceed through the histology lab and exit out the front door of the lab into the Medical Mall corridor.  Turn right and proceed straight to exit through the main Medical Mall entrance.
Secondary exit for persons with disabilities: Same as secondary exit above

Cardiopulmonary/Blood Gas Lab:
Primary:  Exit out the main door to the Medical Mall and turn left into the Medica Mall corridor.  Proceed straight and exit through the main Medical Mall entrance.
Secondary:  

MedCenter Mebane:
Primary:  Exit to the right out the back door of lab (in to the Urgent Care area), turn left along corridor by nurse’s station, and continue straight – exiting by MRI consultant office. Proceed out the door and go left to the designated meet spot – “The Grassy Knoll”. 
Primary exit for persons with disabilities:  Same as above.
Secondary exit:  Exit at front of lab, through the phlebotomy area. Continue through the outpatient waiting area to the waiting room exit/entrance. Turn right and proceed along corridor exiting though the main outpatient entrance. Continue to the right toward the “Grassy Knoll”. 
Secondary exit for persons with disabilities:  Same as #3 above.

Cancer Center:
Primary:  Exit to the left out the lab door into the phlebotomy area and continue through the patient waiting room. Turn right out the patient waiting room door and out the Medical Arts Building Cancer Center Entrance/Exit.  Proceed out the door and go to the designated meet spot – The grass across the parking lot. 
Primary exit for persons with disabilities:  Same primary exit above.
Secondary exit:  Exit the side of the lab into the Cancer Center Medical Records room. Turn right and exit the Medical records area into the main hall. Go to the right down the hall and turn right into the next open corridor. Continue out the Medical Arts Building Cancer Center Entrance/Exit and proceed to the designated meeting spot – the grass across the parking lot.
Secondary exit for persons with disabilities:  Same as secondary exit above.

ALWAYS evacuate

When evacuation is required, Code Purple will be announced.

Laboratory area based responsibilities are:
· Anatomic Pathology staff – Close doors in pathology and pathologists' office and administrative area.
· Hematology staff – check walk-in refrigerator and materials storage room; be sure bathrooms have been vacated
· Chemistry staff –check on personnel who are evacuated. Senior person present will be responsible for checking.
· Phlebotomists in the lab - ensure all outpatients are evacuated from the draw room (including the bathroom)
· Blood Bank staff – ensure door in the front of the lab is closed and window in the blood bank is closed
· Accessioning staff – make sure all personnel and visitors are out of the lab. Check for any disabled individuals who may be in the lab and assist them with any special needs.






























SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS/ADDENDUM: 
Supplemental Materials #1: ARMC Fire Zone Map
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Supplemental Materials #2: ARMC Clinical Lab Evacuation Map
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Supplemental Materials #3: ARMC Histology Lab Evacuation Map

[image: ]

			
















			Supplemental Materials #4: ARMC Pathology Offices Area Evacuation Map
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Supplemental Material #5: MedCenter Mebane Evacuation Map
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