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Laboratory Services


Issuing Blood Components for Transfusion
	Policy:
	· A copy of Transfuse Order form, completed Blood Request form or Downtime Blood Bank Product Pick Up slip must be presented to the Transfusion Service by the person requesting blood product
Rhogam and FMT are exception as it is not considered a blood product. There is no designated form. Patient identification and indication that Rhogam or FMT is needed must be presented at the time of issue.

· Blood products will only be issued to hospital employees who have been trained in blood pick up and transportation.
· In emergency situations where no nursing personnel are available to pick up blood, trained laboratory personnel will deliver blood to the nursing unit until nursing supervisor can make arrangement for alternate transportation.

· Other than in the cases of Rh Immune Globulin, or issuing blood to the Infusion Center for Remote Storage (See SOP), products will only be issued for one patient at a time to each transporter.
· Rh Immune Globulin vials may be issued for multiple patients at one time.  Complete each transaction separately in sequence.

· One component is issued per patient unless one of the following situations: rapid infusion (all units issued will be initiated within 20 minutes), multiple lines, cooler issue or mobile refrigeration unit. Document reason for exception in the LIS on the comment column.
· Autologous units are always issued before patient designated or random (homologous) units.

· Designated donor units are issued before random (homologous) units.

· Unless specifically requested or otherwise defined in SOP, unit with the shortest expiration date is issued first.

· Each unit is inspected immediately prior to issue for abnormal appearance and expiration date/time.  If the appearance is abnormal or unit is expired, it cannot be issued for transfusion unless specifically authorized by Pathologist.

· Follow instructions in Managing Requests for Exceptions to Policies and Procedures to document the pathologist approval in the computer.

· Each unit issued must have at least 1 sealed segment remaining on it.

· Blood Bank armband numbers are required for issue of all red cell components.


	Purpose:
	The purpose of this procedure is to provide instructions for issuing blood components for transfusion.


	Procedure Notes
	· Any discrepancies discovered between documentation during the issue process must be investigated and resolved prior to issuing products.

· Overrides during RBC issue can only be performed by CLS after investigation has been performed and unless specified in policy, appropriate approvals have been obtained.


	Supplies
	· Copy of Transfuse Order form, Blood Request form or Downtime Blood Bank Product Pick-up slip.
· Allocation Label form (AKA Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction Form)


	Procedure:
	


	Step
	Action

	1.
	Using the transfuse order form or pick-up slip, determine the type of component requested and access the products available for transfusion in the LIS by patient medical record number.

	2.
	Locate the appropriate unit in the blood storage unit and bring it to the blood issue area of the transfusion service.

Note: Do not issue blood products located on a Quarantine shelf. If products requested are in Quarantine, discuss with CLS assigned to Blood Bank to determine when products will be available.

	3.
	Remove a unit number sticker from the back of the bag. Place it on the Transfuse Order form or pick-up slip. (If no stickers are available, write the unit number from the bag label on the form)

	4.
	Select the unit to be issued by scanning in the unit bar code number.( Refer to Computer Manual Blood Product Issue procedure for specific LIS instructions). 

	5.
	Locate type of product below
If:

Then:

FMT product

Skip to Step 14

All other products

Continue to Step 6



	6.
	Check the patient history for antigen/antibody history and need for special components.
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	7.
	

	
	
	If
	Then
	

	
	
	History of clinically significant antibodies
	Units must be typed negative for antigens that correspond to antibodies listed
	

	
	
	Special need components listed
	Check to make sure that the components fulfill special need requirements
	

	
	

	8.
	Read aloud and verify with the transporter the following information:

· Name, medical record number and transfusion armband number (if applicable) are identically recorded on allocation label, computer screen and “Blood Request” form or copy of Request Product Order.
· Special component, if indicated on the “Transfuse Order” form or Blood Product Pick-up slip, matches the unit provided and allocation label.
The patient name (or in cases where the patient cannot be identified, the trauma or unidentified name they are assigned), medical record number and blood bank armband number, if indicated, are required identifiers for transfusion. Blood is issued to the name the specimen was collected under in cases where AKA names are used.
· Patient blood type, unit number, donor blood type and expiration of unit are identically recorded on the bag label, allocation label and computer screen.
The LIS will prevent ABO incompatible products from being issued; however whenever the LIS is bypassed, product ABO compatibility must be manually verified prior to issue.








Continued next page

	9.
	

	
	
	If
	Then
	

	
	
	FFP
	· Unless AB universal donor plasma, confirm that “ABORh verified on current admission” comment is on unit tag.
· If absent, refer to tech for resolution/correction prior to issue of product.
	

	
	
	Autologous units
	Name and date of birth on the green tie tag must also be verified.
	

	
	
	Designated donor unit
	· Name and date of birth of recipient on the designated donor tie tag must also be verified. 

· Verify that unit has been irradiated by checking that component type indicates irradiated product.
	

	
	

	10.
	Visually inspect the product for abnormal color and appearance. Do not issue products with abnormal appearance without approval from the pathologist. Document authorization to transfused products that fail visual inspection in the LIS.

	11.
	Confirm that there is at least 1 sealed segment remaining on component prior to issue.

	12.
	Is product a plasma unit that has not equilibrated to refrigerated temperature? 

(Note: Products thawed less than 8 hrs prior to issue are most likely candidate)
If:

Then:

No

Continue to next step

Yes

· Take temperature using the TEMPCHECK Model TC-12 Rapid Response Thermometer

· Record reading in Comment section of unit tag and as a free text in step 14 below


	13.
	Have the person picking up the component sign their first initial and last name on the person accepting unit on the Allocation Label form (AKA Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form). 

	14.
	Document the date, time, last name of person picking up component and any required comments in the issue screen of LIS.
Note: If person picking up has a bar code on the front of their badge, it can be scanned into the LIS instead of typing it in.

	15.
	If:

Then:

FMT product

Done

All other products

Continue to Step 16



	16.
	Complete the Issued and Inspected by section with your initials, date and time on the Allocation Label form (AKA Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form) 

	17.
	Review signature of the person picking up. If it is illegible, print the last name beside the signature.

	18.
	Is unit being issued during Downtime or to OR?

If:

Then:

No

Proceed to next step

Yes

Make copy of completed Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form and issue original with unit.



	19.
	Save Allocation Label form (AKA Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form) in the unit reconciliation tray and save the Transfuse request in the appropriate tray.


	Related Documents
	· Using the TEMPCHECK Model TC-12 Rapid Response Thermometer

· Issuing Blood in a Cooler
· Issuing Blood to the Infusion Center for Remote Storage

· Specimen Identification

· Transfusion Service Policy Regarding Exceptions from SOPs


	Attachments
	· A.   Copy of Transfuse Order form

· B.   Blood Request form
· C.   Downtime Blood Bank Product Pick-up slip.
· D.  Example unit labeled with Allocation Label

· E.   Example of Remaining portion of Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form
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