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Laboratory Services


Returning of Issued Components

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this procedure is to provide instructions on the evaluation and processing of components for return to blood inventory.


	Policy:
	· Units that have been sent into an Isolation room are not acceptable for return. Unit(s) should be discarded in the room and nursing notify the Transfusion Service so that the unit disposition can be changed to DS.

·  Only Transfusion Service trained MLT/CLS may determine whether or not a unit is acceptable for reissue.

· Hermatic seals on returned components must be intact in order for them to be returned to inventory.
· Units returned without intact seals, will be discarded and the final disposition will be changed to DS in the LIS.

· All components except those issued with Safe-T-Vue stickers or issued for storage in a monitored refrigerator/cooler must be temperature checked in order to be accepted back into inventory for reissue.

· Units other than specified in the exception above, that fail temperature check will be discarded and the final disposition will be changed to DS in the LIS.

· Refer to “Returning Blood Issued in a Cooler”, “Issuing Packed Red Blood Cells during a Massive Transfusion Protocol” and “Returning Blood Issued to Infusion Center for Remote Storage” for exceptions to this procedure.


	Procedure:
	Units that have been taken into an Isolation room will be discarded regardless of time elapsed.


	Step
	Action

	1.
	Retrieve the Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form from the reconciliation basket.

	2.
	Record the date and time that the unit was returned at the bottom of the transfusion record.

	3.
	Examine the bag, checking that the unit passes visual inspection, there is at least 1 useable segment still attached to the bag and that the hermetic seals are intact.

	4.
	Perform the temperature check. 

See “Using the TEMPSCHECK Model TC-12 Rapid Response Thermometer” SOP for instructions.
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	3.
	Use the table below to determine whether unit is acceptable for reissue.

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	The hermetic seals are intact, the unit passes visual inspection and temperature check or Safe-T-Vue sticker passed or temperature of monitored device remained within acceptable range.
	Unit may be returned to inventory for reissue


	

	
	
	Any of the hermetic seals are broken or unit fails visual inspection or failed temperature check or temperature of monitored storage device exceeded acceptable storage range.
	Unit cannot be reissued or returned to inventory
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	4.
	Update the status of the unit in the LIS. (See “Blood Status Update” SOP in Blood Bank Computer manual)

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Unit may be returned to inventory for reissue
	· Enter ETC RETPCP (Temp Check Pass in the Temperature field of Blood Status Update

· Change the status to INV

· Remove the Allocation label from the unit.

· Discard the Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form  and Allocation Label in Shred-it trash

· If the unit is to remain allocated to patient, reprint unit tag and tag unit

· Return the unit(s) to the blood refrigerator
	

	
	
	Unit cannot be returned to inventory
	· Enter ETC RETPCF (Temp check Fail) in the Temperature Field of Blood Status Update

· Change the status to DS

· Remove the Allocation Label from the unit.

· Discard Transfusion Record/Transfusion Reaction form and allocation label in Shred-it trash

· Discard the unit in the biohazard trash 

· Allocate and process a replacement unit, if indicated.

· Write PSR.
	

	
	


	Related Documents
	· Using the TEMPCHECK Model TC-12 Rapid Response Thermometer
· Activating and Interpreting Safe-T-Vue 6 Temperature Indicators

· Blood Status Update
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