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Sutter Roseville Medical Center

Effective Date: 2/12/2018
Laboratory Services

Determining Specimen Acceptability for Transfusion Service Testing

	Purpose
	This procedure describes how to determine specimen acceptability in the Transfusion Service, critical to safe transfusion.


	Policy
	· This procedure must be followed when a specimen is received for testing performed by the Transfusion Service.
· Truncated names or those missing Jr./Sr. designation will be considered acceptable as long there is no discrepancy in the spelling of the portion visible and other identifiers, including the date of birth, matches amongst documentation.
· Exceptions to this policy may only be approved by the pathologist. See Managing Requests for Exceptions to Policies and Procedures


	Procedure
	Follow the steps below to determine specimen acceptability.

In case of discrepancy or doubt, a new specimen must be recollected.


	If
	Then

	Non compatibility testing

(Includes Prenatal testing, DAT, Cord Blood testing and ABORH Evaluation for Rhogam candidate )
	Refer to the general laboratory specimen acceptability criteria.

· If specimen is drawn by personnel other than those approved to draw BB specimens, add PB comment and result with dated freee text comment, “ABORh not for transfusion, non lab collected specimen.”

	Compatibility testing, product transfusions
	Follow this procedure.


	Step
	Action

	1. 
	Check for specimen labeling criteria
· Identification of Patient with the following identifiers:

· First and last name of the patient. Pre-admitted fictitious names will be assigned in cases where the patient’s identification cannot be verified at the time of admission. 

· Medical Record Number

·  BB Armband Number (Not required for non RBC transfusion)
· Date of birth
· Date and time of collection.

· Phlebotomist identification (Initials, or code)

· Label must be permanently affixed to the tube.

	2. 
	 Match specimen label with BB armband paperwork, item by item for agreement. (Not required for non RBC product)
· Patient identification outlined in step 1 must match exactly. See policy for truncated names.
· Phlebotomist signature/code or initials must be completed on both label and BB armband paperwork

· Date and time must be completed and date must be accurate.

	3. 
	Match the specimen label with the order ,downtime form or computer screen, item by item for agreement.
· Date of birth on specimen must match with the original order but not used as an identifier for subsequent orders except in cases of truncated names or missing Jr./Sr. designations.
Note: Using mouse to hover over truncated name in Sunquest will cause full name to display.

	4. 
	Ensure specimen quantity is sufficient and in the correct tube.

· Adults: One (1) 9 ml EDTA (preferred) 
· Infants/Cord Blood: 1.0 ml EDTA or red stoppered tube

Note: 1 EDTA microtainer acceptable on infants when ABORh or DAT only is ordered.

	5. 
	Check for specimen quality.

· Non hemolyzed samples are optimum but mild to moderate hemolysis is acceptable when recollection would delay patient care and it does not affect testing. Markedly hemolyzed samples are not acceptable. 

Note: There may be special situations when this sample must be used for testing. Example: Trauma, Burn patients, Transfusion Reactions, hemolytic anemia. 

· Check for dilution

· Specimens that are suspected to be grossly contaminated with IV fluids must be recollected

	6. 


	Check the age of the specimen.

	
	
	If Recipient
	Then specimen expires in
	

	
	
	Patient has been transfused within 3 months with blood or component(s)
	3 days
	

	
	
	Patient is currently or has been pregnant within the previous 3 months
	3 days
	

	
	
	History is uncertain or unavailable
	3 days
	

	
	
	Is not currently or has not been pregnant or transfused within the previous three (3) months and the draw date is 2 or more days in advance of OR date. Completed Pre-Transfusion Questionnaire form
	5 days
	


	
	
	All other situations
	3 days
	

	
	
	If specimen was collected more than 5 days in advance of procedure
	Reject  specimen 
	

	
	


	Interpreting the Results
	


	IF
	THEN

	· Incomplete patient identification labeling (see step 1 of procedure) 

	Reject, redraw

	Incomplete collection information ( Date, Time or phlebotomist)
	· If collector is available, have them add information to label

· If collector not available, reject and recollect

	Patient identification on BB armband paperwork does not match specimen label
Note: See policy section for truncated names or missing Jr/Sr. designation
	Reject, redraw

	Collection information is discrepant, incorrect or missing( Date, Time or phlebotomist)
	· If collector is available, have them add information to label

· If collector not available, reject and recollect

	Request form (SQ label) does not match with patient specimen (specimen label BB armband)
Note: See policy section for truncated names or missing Jr/Sr. designation
	· Specimen information is correct, request Registration update in computer and reprint labels

· Order information is correct, reject and recollect sample

	Quantity is not acceptable
	Notify responsible party to redraw appropriate specimen. (Proceed with preliminary testing, if situation warrants.)

	Quality not acceptable
	Reject, redraw

	Age of specimen not acceptable
	Reject, recollect on appropriate date


Continued on next page

	Reporting Results
	Follow the steps below to document a specimen rejection or abnormality.


	Step
	Action

	1. 
	Document in LIS
· Add BBCNC comment to document use of slight to moderately hemolyzed samples.
· If cancellation is required, contact RN to notify of need for recollection. Cancel in LIS using appropriate cancellation codes. Reorder test for STAT recollection.



	2. 
	Leave note for Transfusion Coordinator so that appropriate follow-up action can be taken and so that deviation is included in the Monthly Summary report.


	Attachments
	A: Pre-Transfusion Questionnaire Form including interpretation


	
	


Attachment A:
 Pre-Transfusion Questionnaire Form

Pre-Transfusion Questionnaire 

To be completed if OR is 2-5 days in future









Affix Patient ID sticker Here

1.
Have you been pregnant within the past three months?


YES
NO

2.
Have you received a blood transfusion within the past three months?
YES
NO

3.
Are you having surgery?
YES
NO

What Date?_________________

Patient’s Signature:_______________________________
Date:___________________

	If:
	Then

	YES to Questions 1 or 2
	The blood sample is only good for 3 days and must be recollected if surgery or scheduled transfusion is past this time.

	NO to Questions 1 & 2
	The blood sample is good for 5 days or 3 days after the first transfusion, whichever comes first.

	Yes to question 3 and date less than 5 days in future
	Process the specimen and use expiration date indicated by responses to questions 1 & 2

	Yes to question 3 and date is greater than 5 days in future
	Cancel workup. Notify appropriate party that specimen was collected too soon and appropriate date for recollection. Request reorder for correct date.

	No to question 3
	Specimen does not qualify under pre-op questionnaire policy. Consult with pathologist for approval for extension if situation warrants.
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