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Specimen Identification 

	Purpose
	The purpose of this policy is to define the identification requirements for a specimen submitted for Transfusion Service testing.


	Policy
	· Specimens labeled without the use of the Blood Bank Identification System MUST not be used for BBHOLD, Type & Screen or Crossmatch orders. THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE. Universal Donor blood will be provided, if necessary, until a properly identified specimen can be obtained.

· The specimen must be labeled with the Blood Bank Identification System including the unique BB ID System number and the BB armband placed on the patient at the time of draw before leaving the patient’s bedside.

· The Blood Bank Identification System must be labeled with the patient’s first and last name, medical record number, unique BB ID System number and if available DOB. In cases where the identity of the patient is uncertain, fictitious, prearranged names are utilized until identification can be confirmed. These names are automatically cross-referenced to the patient’s actual name once it is confirmed by the HIS interface.

· The patient armband, specimen label and identification statement must completed by the collector and include the date/time of collection and an identifier of the person collecting the sample.
· No changes or edits may be made to the patient identifiers on the specimen label or Blood Bank Identification System once it has been submitted for testing. Errors or omissions in collection information (date, time or collector identification) may only be corrected by the person responsible for the collection. 
· Once submitted, improperly labeled specimens are the property of the Transfusion Service and will not be returned to the submitter.

· Testing used for transfusing blood components may only be performed on specimens collected by laboratory personnel, OR physicians, OPIVT or NICU RNs .

· Specimens submitted for cord blood testing, prenatal testing or ABO/Rh to determine need for Rh Immune Globulin must meet general laboratory identification guidelines but may not be used for any testing that results in the transfusion of a blood product unless it meets the Transfusion Service identification guidelines. A dated comment stating “ABO/Rh is not to be used for transfusion purposes” will be placed into the patient’s history for any specimen that does not meet Transfusion Service identification criteria.
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