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Placing Bar Code CID Labels on Transfusion Service Specimens

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this procedure is to provide instructions on how to add a CID bar code label onto a Transfusion Service labeled specimen.


	Policy:
	· Specimens must be evaluated for acceptability before use. See Determining Specimen Acceptability for Transfusion Service Testing procedure. 

· The bar code label must be applied so that the patient identifiers on the blood bank arm band system are legible.
· All specimens that are run on the automated analyzer must have a CID bar code label attached for identification by the analyzer.
· Bar code labels for Blood Bank armbanded specimens are to be applied by the blood bank technologist after verifying that the sample meets specimen identification criteria.
· All bar code labels must be marked with an identifier of the person who applied the label.

· Non transfusion specimens that do not require use of Blood Bank armbanding system should be labeled with an LIS label at the time of collection.
Note: Samples that are received with other patient identification labels will have CID labels applied by the Transfusions Service Technologist as specified in the previous statement.


	Procedure:
	______________________________________________________________


	Step
	Action

	1.
	

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Specimen has a CID bar code attached that corresponds to test ordered
	This procedure is not needed
	

	
	
	Specimen meets acceptability criteria but does not have a CID bar code label attached that corresponds to test accession number
	· Verify that the patient information on the sample matches the patient identifiers on the CID label

· Add initials/ code or other identifier accepting responsibility for relabeling of sample tube.

· Proceed to step 2.
	

	
	

	2.
	Add bar code label vertically on Blood Bank armbanded specimen below the DOB being careful that the name, medical record number, DOB and BB armband number are still legible.

	3.
	

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Bar code fits on tube so that BB armband number is visible
	Procedure is complete
	

	
	
	When adding bar code, the BB armband number is partially obscured
	Add another BB armband number to the tube.
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