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Switching Out Expiring Reagents

	Purpose
	The purpose of this procedure is to provide instruction on switching out testing reagents, and their storage or disposal after expiration.


	Policy
	· Each technologist is responsible for checking the expiration dates on reagents before use.

· A, B, AB, D, D Series 4 , D Series 5, Seroclone A,B,O and Rh Control and Monoclonal Control typing sera,3-5% reverse cells, Panoscreen I, II, III cells, LISS and Peg additive reagents, AHG reagents, Check Cells, Ready Screen, Capture Indicator Cells, DAT control cells, Fetal Screen kit, WB QC and CorQC will be changed, at the time QC is performed, on the date designated as the expiration date on the reagent vial.
· ReadyID, Extend I, Extend II, Select Capture strips, Panocell 16 cells and special antigen typing sera will be used up to midnight of the expiration date.

· Reagents are to be put into use in order of their earliest expiration date.

· All expired reagents are discarded, with the exception of Panocell 16 and Panoscreen I, II, III cells which are saved for use ONLY as additional rule out cells in antibody identification.


	Reagents/

Supplies/

Equipment
	.


	Reagents

	· 3-5% A1, A2, B cells and O reverse cells
· Anti A, Anti B, Anti AB, Anti D, Anti D Series 4 , Anti D Series 5,  Seroclone A,B,O and Rh Control and Monoclonal Control typing sera

· Check Cells

· Capture Indicator Cells

· Additives: Immucor LISS, Capture LISS and Gamma PeG 

· Ready Screen, ReadyID, Extend I, Extend II and Select Capture strips
· Fetal Screening Kit

· Panoscreen I, II and III cells

· Panocell 16 cells

· Special antigen typing sera


	Procedure A


	· Manual  rack typing antisera, 3-5% A1, A2, B cells and O reverse cells, Polyspecific  and IgG AHG reagents, Check cells, saline, Fetal Screen kit, LISS additive and PeG additive.


	Step
	Action

	1.
	Before performing daily QC, the technologist will check and record lot numbers and expiration dates of these reagents.

	2.
	
	If:  
	Then:
	

	
	
	Expiration date is after the current date
	No replacement necessary.
	

	
	
	Expiration date is on or before the current date
	Replace with reagent with the next earliest expiration date.
	

	
	

	3.
	Discard expired reagent in biohazard trash 


	Procedure B:
	ECHO liquid reagents and ReadyScreen3 strips


	Step
	Action

	1.
	Before rotating racks of ECHO reagents, technologist will check to make sure that both sets of reagents have the same lot numbers in use.

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Both sets have same lot numbers of reagents in use


	Proceed to step 2.
	

	
	
	Different lot numbers of reagents in use
	· Change reagents so that both baskets match. 
· Check to see that QC was performed prior to use of new lot number.

· If QC has been performed, continue with normal operating process

· If QC has NOT been performed, perform QC according to Running QC on the ECHO Analyzer procedure prior to patient testing. Complete Internal QA form.
	

	
	


	2.
	Prior to performing daily QC, the technologist will check expiration dates of these reagents.

	
	
	If:  
	Then:
	

	
	
	Expiration date is after the current date
	No replacement necessary.
	

	
	
	Expiration date is on or before the current date
	· Replace with reagent with the next earliest expiration date.

· Discard reagent
	

	
	


	Procedure C
	Special antigen typing sera.


	Step
	Action

	1.
	Before using these reagents, the technologist will check their expiration dates.

	2.
	

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Expiration date is on or after the current date
	No replacement necessary.
	

	
	
	Expiration date is before the current date
	Replace with reagent having the next earliest expiration date. 
	

	
	

	3.
	Discard expired reagents in biohazard trash.


	Procedure D
	Ready ID, Extend I, Extend II, Select Strips and Panocell 16 reagents 
Note: Panocell 16 reagents are saved for 3 months past expiration date for Investigational Use only


	Step
	Action

	l.
	Before using these reagents, the technologist will check their expiration dates.

	2.
	

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Expiration date is on or after the current date
	No replacement necessary.
	

	
	
	Expiration date is before the current date
	· Replace with reagent having the next earliest expiration date. 
	

	
	

	3
	Consult table below to determine disposition of product

If:

Then:

ReadyID, Extend I, Extend II or Select Strips

Discard strips in Biohazard trash

Panocell 16 reagent

Proceed to step 4

 

	4.
 
	File copies of the panel antigram for the new panel in the antigram book, if not already done.

	5.
	Place the expired panel in the front of the box of panels located on the “Expired Reagent” shelf located in the Helmer Single Door #2 refrigerator.

	6.
	Remove oldest panel for the respective panel from the box of panels on the “Expired Reagent” shelf.

	7.
	Locate the corresponding paperwork in the panel antigram book.

	8.
	Discard the paperwork in the paper trash and the cells in the biohazard trash.


	Procedure E
	Liquid Panoscreen reagents 

Note: Saved for 3 months past expiration date for Investigational Use only


	Step
	Action

	1.
	At the time that daily QC is performed, the technologist will check and record lot number and expiration dates of these reagents.

	2.
	

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Expiration date is after the current date
	No replacement necessary.
	

	
	
	Expiration date is on or before the current date
	· Replace with reagent having the earliest expiration date.
·  Do not discard.
	

	
	

	3.
	Save the plastic container of the newly opened reagent on the “Expired Reagent” shelf of Helmer Single Door#2 Refrigerator.

	4.
	File copies of the antigram for the new Panoscreen cells in the antigram book, if not already done.

	5.
	Place expired Panoscreen cells in their saved plastic container.

	6.
	Place expired Panoscreen cells in front of the box located on the “Expired Reagent” shelf of Helmer Single Door#2 Refrigerator.

	7.
	Remove oldest set of Panoscreen cells from the “Expired Reagent” shelf.


	8.
	Locate corresponding paperwork in the antigram binder.

	9.
	Discard reagent cells in biohazard trash and paperwork in the paper trash.
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