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Using Expired Reagents
	Purpose
	The purpose of this policy is to describe when expired reagents may be used and what testing is required to make sure that the reagents are still functioning adequately.


	Policy
	· Only reagents that are considered rare may be used beyond their expiration date.
· Antiserum that is difficult to obtain (reagent is back ordered with no substitute available) or no longer available commercially would be considered rare.

· Expired Panel and Screening cells are saved for use as additional “rule out” cells in cases where there are not sufficient “in date” cells available.  “In date” cells MUST be used for primary screening and panel.
· Whenever expired reagents are used, QC must be performed to prove that the reagents are still capable of performing adequately.


	Procedure:
	


	Step
	Action

	1.
	Using the chart below, select QC to run. Perform test according to standard procedure.

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	Antiserum
	Run a heterozygous cell as a positive control and a negative cell as a negative control using non expired cells on each day of use
	

	
	
	Red cells
	Run the patient sample with one cell that is positive and one cell that is negative for the antibody in question on each expired panel that is used.
	

	
	


	Interpretation:
	


	
	

	
	
	If:
	Then:
	

	
	
	QC performs as expected
	Test result using expired reagent is valid
	

	
	
	QC does not perform as expected
	Test result is invalid and test MUST be repeated using another reagent.
	

	
	


PAGE  
TS.NON 00.14-0-RV.01
	J:\Blood Bank\Procedures\Using Expired Reagents.doc
	
	Page 2 of 2



