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Uncrossmatched Blood Policy

	Purpose
	The purpose of this policy is to establish the conditions under which blood may be given prior to the completion of patient blood type, antibody screen and crossmatch.


	Policy: Request
	· Nursing personnel are responsible for calling Transfusion Service at Ext. 11187 to relay the Uncrossmatched order.

· If requested, units may be assigned and issued using a trauma or unidentified patient packet for identification prior to the arrival of the patient.

· The verbal request will be documented on the “Uncrossmatched Blood Call” form by the Transfusion Service CLS. The patient identification and order will be read back for verification after the order is written down.
· Blood products will be prepared and issued without delay in response to the verbal order.

· The Uncrossmatched blood order is documented by entering it into EPIC by the physician or nurse at his/her request.



	Policy: Products
	Type “O”  packed cells and AB Fresh frozen plasma products will be issued, until an ABO/Rh, including a second type confirmation, is completed on a specimen properly labeled using the Blood Bank Identification System. Only CLS are allowed to select RBC products.
· Uncrossmatched blood orders for Trauma and L&D MPT will default to 6 units of PRBC and 6 units of plasma equivalent unless specified otherwise.
· O Pos packed cells may be substituted for O Neg packed cells as universal donor units for males and females greater than the age of 50 without prior physician approval when more than 4 units of blood has been transfused within the last 24 hrs. or during O Neg packed cell shortages. The physician MUST be notified if substitution is necessary for O Neg women of child bearing years.

· ABO type specific red cell products WILL NOT be issued on the basis of historical information.

· Once a Blood Type has been confirmed on a current BB arm banded specimen, Type Specific or Type Compatible products will be substituted for Universal Donor units on patients over 12 years of age.
· Testing for Acquired ABO Antibodies must be performed prior to switching from “O” to Type Specific units for patients 12 years old and under. 
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	Policy:  Unit Labeling
	BB SLA or  MLT may assist the CLS by completing the  patient identification on the  manual Issue log or by applying patient identification to the unit tag,  however, the CLS is responsible for verifying the accuracy of donor and patient identification prior to product issue.
· MLTs do not require CLS oversight when preparing or labeling non-RBC products

· Each red cell component that is issued prior to completion of compatibility testing (Ab screen, cross match, ABID or antigen testing, as applicable), will be labeled and issued as Uncrossmatched.
· Patient name and MRN will be added to each product unit tag prior to issue except in situations of extreme emergency where the time needed to complete this step would jeopardize the patient’s safety.

· If patient identification is omitted due to above, only Universal Donor “O” RBCs will be issued

· Each Uncrossmatched RBC unit that is issued MUST have one of the following labels attached:

· Emergency Release Unit tag that has “Universal Donor, Patient Blood Type Unknown” in white lettering on a red backround: Acceptable for transfusion prior to completion of Blood Type or regardless of patient blood type.
· Emergency Release Unit tag that has “Type Specific” in black lettering on a yellow background: Released for transfusion after Blood Type and Type confirmation has been completed on a current acceptably labeled Blood Bank sample. In addition to the patient identification portion of the label, the BB armband number and patient blood type MUST be written on the unit tag.
· Plasma issued for Emergent/MTP use will be labeled with the MTP/Emergent Non-RBC tag




	Policy: Issue
	BB SLA, MLT or CLS may issue Uncrossmatched Blood
· Multiple units of Uncrossmatched red cell products will be verified, packed and issued in a cooler for transport unless specifically requested otherwise. 

· Maximum number or units in a Hand Held Biohazard Cooler is 6 RBC and 3 Jumbo or 6 adult equivalent pre-thawed plasma in the same Cooler.
· The patient and unit identification will be verified prior to packing the Cooler by Transfusion Service staff and documented on the Downtime Manual Issue Log. The Blood Bank Armband number is required to be verified when non-Universal RBC units are issued.

· The cooler will be signed for on the Manual Issue Log when it is delivered to the Trauma Room, Cath Lab, CT or Labor & Delivery by the laboratory. In these cases, the patient’s EPIC labels may be used to verify patient information.

· When products are picked up in the Transfusion Service, a completed Downtime Blood Pick Up form or approved substitute must be presented to the Transfusion Service at the time of issue for verification of patient identification.



	Policy: Physician Authorization
	· The physician electronic signature of the EPIC order for Uncrossmatched Blood serves as acceptance of responsibility for and authorization to provide untested products.

· Attach the completed Uncrossmatched Call form to the EPIC order print out and file it in the Uncrossmatched Blood form section of the binder for subsequent review.

· When a patient has a history of a clinically significant antibody or testing results in a positive antibody screen, the physician must be notified immediately. 
· The physician must give verbal authorization or sign The Request for Issue of Uncrossmatched Blood form that states that delaying transfusion outweighs the risk of Hemalytic Transfusion Reaction before blood can continue to be issued.  

· Verbal authorization will serve as a signature until document can be signed. 

· If the physician verbally agrees to the need for continued transfusion, the lab will transport the form and the blood directly to the physician so that the form can be signed as soon as possible by him/her or his/her designee.
•
The Request for Issue of Uncrossmatched Blood form will be used in lieu of an EPIC order during EPIC Downtime.

	Related Documents
	· Preparing Universal Donor “Trauma/Emergent” Packets
· Processing and Issuing Uncrossmatched Blood 
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