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i.
Purpose: 
A. 
Use of platelet-poor plasma is important when performing testing in the coagulation laboratory (eg: lupus anticoagulant, unfractionated heparin, and various other tests performed on frozen plasmas).  If significant platelet stroma remains in frozen plasma, it is possible that analytic results after thawing may be affected due to lysis of platelets. It is, therefore, a requirement that centrifuges used to spin coagulation samples be checked twice per year to assure that the platelet count of such plasma is <10,000/ uL. 

ii.
Procedure:
A.  
Spin samples for special coagulation testing ( full blue top tubes containing
      sodium citrate anticoagulant) for 20 minutes at 3000 rpm.

B.  
Immediately after spinning, remove an aliquot of plasma and place into a clean
      tube for platelet analysis on the Sapphire instrument in routine hematology.

C.  
Assure that the platelet counts are <10,000/ uL.

D.  
File printouts in the folder in the special coagulation laboratory.

iii.
History:
H-1
This procedure was originally written by N Kriz 10/24/2003.

H-2
This procedure was revised (and added header) by N Kriz 11/3/2010.
H-3
This procedure was reviewed by N Kriz 4/4/2011.
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This procedure was reviewed by N Kriz 2/13/2012.
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