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I.
PRINCIPLE:  
AtroxinR (snake venom from Bothrops atrox) cleaves the alpha chain of fibrinogen, liberating fibrinopeptide A. This initiates the polymerization of fibrin independently of the action of thrombin and because of this, the reptilase time may be useful in the presence of circulating heparin. The reptilase time is prolonged in hypofibrinogenemia, elevated fibrin split products, and some dysfibrinogenemias. This test is sent out to ARUP Laboratories, 500 Chipeta Way, SLC, UT 84108

II.
PROCEDURE: 
1. The Soft code for reptilase time is REPT

2. Upon receipt of the sample in the routine coagulation laboratory, spin the blue top tube for 20 minutes (3000 rpm).

3. Separate plasma into 2-3 plastic aliquot tubes and apply the send out label (i.e. the ARUP aliquot label from Order Entry)

4. Freeze aliquots in the usual manner in the -70 chest freezer. 

5. Special coagulation technologist will retrieve aliquots and process paperwork for sending to ARUP Laboratories. (See separate procedure for the latter.)

III.
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