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I.

Purpose:
If the laboratory uses more than one instrument to test for a given analyte, the instruments must be checked at least twice per year for correlation of results.

II.

Routine Coagulation Procedure:

A. Patient plasmas are preferred for comparisons of routine coagulation testing on the BCS/XP instruments 1 and 2 (PT/INR, PTT, fibrinogen, D-Dimer).

B. For comparison of routine control results from BCS/XP (1) and BCS/XP (2), submit statistical data on line at Siemens.com (see separate procedure for this). This submission should be done monthly, and the appropriate reports printed out at that time. Refer to monthly peer group analysis on those reports for interpretation of the QC data.

C. To compare sets of patient results, enter the appropriate patient values for a given parameter into an Excel spreadsheet. Plot the data and print the regression data (R value) on the curve.

III.

Special Coagulation Procedure:

A. STA Compact (1) SN 2019651 is used for the following tests:

1. LMWH
2. ARIX
3. UFH

4. AT activity

5. Protein C activity

6. Protein S activity

7. Alpha-2 AP

8. Plasminogen
9. APC

10. Protein S Free Ag
B. STA Compact (2) SN 2019652 is used for the following tests:

1. dRVVT

2. STAclot LA (phospholipid neutralization)

3. vwFag
4. Protein S Total Ag
C. BCS/XP (3) SN 161792 is used for Factor assays; BCS/XP (1) 261818 is set up to be back-up for Factor VIII or VII assays in the event of downtime for BC/XP (3). Comparisons would be done between the two instruments if BCS/XP (1) was actually used for either assay.
D. No interinstrument comparisons have to be done for the Stago instruments. 

IV.

Tolerance Limits:
A. For comparison of patient results (PT/INR, PTT, and fibrinogen) from BCS/XP (1), (2), and (3), the R value should be >0.85.

V.
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