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I. 
POLICY:

To define for all technologists the criteria for Fluid resulting without supervisor review and to define what findings warrant further supervisor/resident/attending examination. All technologists must be competency assessed to release fluid differentials.      

II. 
PROCEDURE:

A.       Perform fluid differential per procedure, with specific detail to significant cellular                                           
                  and abnormal findings.

1.
Differentials reported directly by technologist:



a.        Normal CSF diffs



b.       Normal body fluid diffs



c.       CSF and body fluids with bacteria and previous report of bacteria



d.       Fluids with granulocyte level >55% require review by 2 




technologists (or tech and supervisor) before release

        

Note: 
If cellular fluid- review for bacteria is difficult, make a dilution and 

                 
repeat cyto smear for bacteria review.

2.
Differentials requiring review by supervisor/resident/attending:



a.
CSF with blasts/abnormal cells



b.
Joint fluid crystal exam



c.
First time abnormal fluid (any type)



d.
First time bacteria/yeast/parasite (any type)



e.
Any fluid technologist unsure of cells/clumps/findings.


3.
Algorithm for bacteria reporting:



a.
First time bacteria seen:




(1.)
Check to see if micro has specimen/reported presence of 




bacteria




(2.)
If micro hasn’t resulted and definite bacteria present, notify    



caregiver that bacteria seen and document in computer. If  



   suspicious for bacteria have smear reviewed before 




   alerting caregiver.


(3.)      Enter differential results into computer

(4.) Add Flint and complete resident/attending review form 

                                                            (off shifts alert Lab  Resident)



(5.)
Leave slide and slip in resident review tray.

b.
Subsequent positive bacteria smears:



(1.)
Report differential and presence of bacteria, do not send for 



review nor call caregiver

III.
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