Hematology Lab Weekly Meeting

January 28th, 2016
· Form 1095C is a required form to proof that you have health care when you send your tax return in.  The hospital will be sending to its employees by the end of February.
· Starting this year the State of Connecticut have changed some sick time policies that the hospital is now incorporating into a new attendance and punctuality policy.  The State of CT allows 40 hours of sick time that doesn’t count towards disciplinary action.  Once the 40 hours are gone points will be counted. The 40 hours will be noted on your pay check stubs as CT sick and PTO will still be taken out.  Missed swipes will no longer be part of the A/P policy; however, it will be part of your performance review.  Also with the new law fewer points are going to be used.  Pat will post the information she has so far on the back board.
· GO LIVE date for Sysmex is April 2nd along with Beaker, WAM and Cellavision. As previously mentioned, all hands will be on deck.  A schedule will be made to cover all areas and all shifts. Super users will be assigned to help folks before the transition.  Pat suggest to everyone to run the XN to practice all aspects because it will be difficult to have people training on the go live date.  There are some e-courses available for WAM training for everyone.  These e-courses are extensive and can run up to 45 minutes.  Therefore it needs to be arranged so those taken the courses will be covered.  This should be a priority as well as Epic beaker training and practicing.
· New for this Fiscal year – Pat would and like to see an increase on patient safety reporting which gets reported on RL solutions. Any issues regarding wrong patient identification, wrong test being ordered, please bring any of the issues to the supervisors and they will be entered  into RL solutions.  Heme will not be entering IV contamination because Chemistry is the one that enters them.

·  Parveen would like to thank everyone for their cooperation and patience for printing patient results and curves. 
Run all the hemolyzed/Icteric and lipemic samples at regular curve and if there is “?” result; let the instrument decide or auto reflect to 570 nm curve. Please make sure to enter the comment under the test.

For Clear plasma:  If you get “?” results at regular curve and if there is no auto reflect, run at extended PT (PTX) or extended PTT (PTTX). For Micromethod, follow the procedure.

· If you get any body fluids that are icteric, don’t run it on the XN it could affect the results especially on the white cells count.  Beth D. revised the procedure and will post it.  These fluids will need to counted manually.   
· We want to create more awareness about Q.C. Moving Averages.  If you see that the MCHCs are running constantly low, stop and begin to troubleshoot.  If you are having problems or questions ask a supervisor for help.  

· Patient story – A pericardial fluid was ordered as CBC was run through the Sapphire last weekend.  When Joan looked at the smear of what she thought was a peripheral blood, she noted tissue cells were present and questioned what kind of specimen it was. After she and Lauren investigate,  it was concluded that it was indeed a pericardial fluid not peripheral blood.  Good Catch Joan and Lauren.
NOTE: If there is any occurrence of tissue cells in a peripheral blood smear, this could be a warning of a possible PE( pulmonary embolism), which is a serious condition. Refer to supervisor, senior tech or call Lab resident.

· For replacement printer cartridges please call the help desk at 688-4357, they will contact Auxilio and they will bring you the cartridges and take the old ones for you.  Make sure when you call to give them the printer’s label number so they can give you the correct ones.[image: image1.png]
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