Yale New Haven Hospital

Department of Laboratory Medicine

SAFETY COMMITTEE - MINUTES
July 12, 2012
PS 230
2-3 pm
Present: Lynn Autry, Alicia Cimino, Regina Gardner, Pat Gelineau, Voula Golfis, Heather Hedberg, Lisa Huntington, Flo Jasudowicz, Rita Napierkowski
1.
Proforma

Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Accepted
Safety Rounds:  Mock surveys for environment of care will continue every two weeks. 
YNHH Safety Committee Report: 2012 Flu Fair will be October 23, 24, and 25 in Max Taffel A-D. Times TBD.
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2. Old Business
a. Safety Committee recommends each lab order a small supply of scrubs for staff involved with spills. Ordering information to follow.

b. Pat is still trying to find the source to edit and renew the Life Safety cards for the badges.

c. Pat will ask about how the 55 Park Street fits into the Emergency Operations Plan.  See below excerpt from YNHH Safety Minutes.

Don MacMillan reported that the emergency process for off-site locations has been divided into 3 categories:

- inpatient, which is given the most attention and is at the highest risk

- outpatient

- business/office settings.

All sites will be visited and evaluated and new emergency operations plans will be based on the results of the evaluations and current YNHH standards.  

Donnie added that there are currently 4 Hazard Vulnerability Analyses (HVA):

- 40/60 Temple

- SMC

- YNHH

- All off-sites

Discussion: No onsite resources at off-site locations so must use community resources, i.e., 911. 

Some overhead page codes will change for consistency throughout the Health System.  

Decisions are being made as to how to treat HSR.

d. OSHA requirements for reagent labeling changes will take effect by June 1, 2016. Chemical manufacturers are required to comply by December 1, 2015. Employers must train all staff by December 1, 2013. At this time there will be no changes in Laboratory Medicine reagent labeling elements.
New Business
3. Reminder to evaluate the fume hood air quality quarterly. Each lab with fume hoods must have documented quarterly checks of adequate air flow.

4. Lab Med Q3 Fire Drill occurred 6/29/2012 at 7:45 AM on PS6. Next drill for July, August, September will be sponsored by Voula, Stuart, and Heather to assist.

5. Hazardous chemical storage inspector for July is Lisa Huntington, and for August, Rex Paternoster (Voula to remind Rex)

6. Quarterly CHP due for July YNHH Safety Committee.

7. Committee evaluation of Q3 incident/accident reports.

8. Sections of the CHP were distributed to members for biennial review. Reviews are due by September 13 or at the next Safety Meeting.

9. August 6 is the next Hazardous Chemical Waste pickup.
Members’ Concerns- 
· Pat and Rita will revise the Fire Drill Procedure. Among the changes is adding the horizontal evacuation to every drill regardless of where the actual “fire” occurs.
· Lynn is concerned about the tripping hazard of the floor bubbling on PS5. Lisa commented that a contractor will be in over the weekend to address the problem on PS5.

· Alicia asked if the department is recycling batteries. June Fisher in the Administrative office is recycling batteries. YNHH performs a periodic pickup from the Administrative office.

· Large mercury bulbs are taken in universal waste through Environmental Services.

· Smilow Lab methanol waste should be taken with the next hazardous waste pickup.
· Recycling in general was brought up. Pat will contact EVS for more information.

· Posters describing Regulated Medical Waste (red bag waste) were distributed. More will be  available.

No meeting in August.

Next Meeting: Thursday September 13, 2012 at 2 PM in PS230

REMEMBER:


(  Wash your hands.


( Cover your coughs and sneezes.


( Stay home if you are ill, if you have a fever.
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