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	Purpose 
This procedure provides directions for utilizing consultation services at the Memorial Blood Center Reference Laboratory.

	Specimen
The patient’s full name, medical record number/birth date, date and time drawn, and the phlebotomist’s initials must be legible and included on the specimen label.
 If the patient has been recently transfused, include a pre-transfusion specimen, if available.
                                                         Specimen Requirements
Test
Sample Required
ABO/Rh Typing

6 ml EDTA whole blood
IAT/Panel, Crossmatch
6 ml EDTA whole blood
(if patient has a positive DAT, include an additional 6 ml EDTA whole blood)

DAT

6  ml EDTA whole blood

Elution Study

6  ml EDTA whole blood

HDN evaluation

Mom: 10 ml clotted blood

Baby:  2-5 ml cord blood

Kleihauer-Betke test

6 ml EDTA whole blood

Platelet Crossmatch

6 ml EDTA whole blood, 

submitted within 48 hours of collection

If the specimen has been separated(
identify it as plasma or serum.  Make sure both specimen tubes are labeled completely and accurately.

                                                        Sample Shipment Requirements
Temperature
Shipping Requirement
Ship samples at ambient temperature unless temperatures are >82( F or <32( F.

Temperature > 82( F 
Coolant
Temperature <32( F

Insulated container



	Procedure 

	Step
	Action

	1.
	Notify the Memorial Blood Center Reference Lab by phone of the patient’s name, testing required, when and how the specimen will be delivered. 
· MBC Reference Laboratory is staffed 11:30 PM Sunday to 11:30 PM Friday

· After hours:  Call and speak to Reference Lab on-call technologist.
(After hours requests will be charged an on call service charge in addition to testing fees.)

	2.
	Prepare the specimen for delivery according to shipping requirements. If possible, include labeled segments from type specific units in the bank to be antigen typed if a crossmatch is requested.  Place the specimen in a bubble wrap bag and place in a biohazard specimen bag.

	3.
	Make a copy of the antibody panel worksheet to include with the specimen to assist the reference technologist. 

	4.
	Complete the Request for Reference Laboratory Testing form.
· Indicate the test requested
· Complete the patient information section, including the doctor’s name.  
· Include the patient’s transfusion history and, if female, obstetrical history.
· Include any antibody history information in the History of Previous Red Cell Antibody.

· Description of Requesting Facility’s Results: include blood type, DAT results, auto control results, Fetal Maternal Bleed Screen, if done, the reaction phase, strength and method used for the screening results.  If the patient has any phenotyping results, include those also.
· Make a copy of the form to remain here and include the original in the outside pocket of the specimen package.

	5.
	Notify the RMC courier when the specimen is ready for delivery to the reference laboratory.

	

	Result Reporting
After the testing is completed, the reference lab will phone RMC with work-up results.  Preliminary Reports are faxed when available. Unless the patient’s condition warrants immediate transfusion, do not transfuse based on the Preliminary Report. If necessary, consult patient’s physician or pathologist. Final reports are usually available 24 hours after completion of the work-up.  Final written reports are not typed on weekends and are included in the next delivery by the courier.

· Blood Bank techs are required to enter antibodies identified, antigen typing, special needs, and other basic results into the blood bank computer.
· Sr. Tech is responsible for Reference Lab charging submitted to MIS and filing the reports.

	

	Safety
Refer to Laboratory Procedure 4200-1:  Infection Control, Laboratory Safety Hygiene Procedure and all other safety related lab procedures.



	Related Documents
Request for Reference Laboratory Testing
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