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	Specimen Requirements, Labeling,  and Storage
	6.1 2 08



	Ridgeview Medical Center Laboratory Services
	Blood Bank
	Effective Date :  9/26/08

	Purpose 
This procedure defines specimen requirements and criteria for evaluating specimen acceptability and labeling for blood bank testing at both RMC and our reference laboratory. It also defines how specimens are separated, stored, and saved. Specimens which do not meet these requirements must be rejected. 
Patient Identification 

· Patient must be identified with two independent identifiers (i.e. name and medical record number or date of birth or other identifying number) per RMC laboratory procedure: Patient Identification for Specimen Collection
· Alternate Emergency Armbands:  
· Patients without hospital armbands must be banded with an Alternate Emergency Armband
· Outpatients presenting for transfusion or possible transfusion must be banded with an Alternate Emergency Armband, even if they have a hospital armband.

· The Armband Number will be entered in the External ID field on the Record Specimen window in HBB
· Cord Blood Specimens:  Refer to Cord Blood Workup procedure.
Specimen Identification and Labeling

· Specimen must be labeled and identified in the presence of the patient according to RMC laboratory procedure: Specimen Collection and Laboratory Handling
· All identifying information on the sample request is in agreement with that on the sample label.  In case of discrepancy or doubt, another sample shall be obtained.
· Unacceptable specimens are processed according to RMC laboratory procedure: Unacceptable, Mislabeled/Unlabeled Specimen Processing


	Specimen Requirement for Ridgeview Medical Center Laboratory Blood Bank
· Specimen of choice is a properly identified and labeled 6ml (preferred)or 3 ml EDTA tube 
· Specimens for transfusion testing must be obtained within three days of transfusion, except for preadmission surgical workups on patients with known antibodies.
· EDTA capillary tubes may be used for infants and hard-to-draw patients.
· Serum and red cells from clotted blood samples are also acceptable, but not preferred, due to the possible presence of fibrin in incompletely clotted samples which can cause false positive reactions due to micro-aggregates.
· Hemolysis is unacceptable and lipemia is undesirable.
Specimen Processing and Storage
· Tubes are centrifuged for 2-3 minutes at 3.6 rpm (StatSpin).   Plasma is separated from cells, placed in a plastic vial, labeled with the same accession number as the EDTA cells. Tubes are banded together after use.
· Specimens that cannot be tested immediately should be centrifuged, separated, banded together, and stored at 2-8(C.
· Specimens that are refrigerated and not separated cannot be used.
· Specimens stored at room temperature for 8 hours or less may be centrifuged and used.
· After testing is completed, all specimens are kept 14 days, separated and stored at 2-8(C.  The specimens are disposed of in a biohazard container after storage.
· Segments from transfused donor cells will be kept refrigerated for 14 days. This allows for repeat and/or additional testing if patient has an adverse reaction.

	Specimen Requirements for Reference Laboratory Testing
· Specimens must be labeled with patient’s name, MR# and/or birth date, date and time drawn, phlebotomist’s initials. Specimens are to be sent unseparated. 

· See Memorial Blood Center Reference Consultation Services procedure and Request for Reference Laboratory Testing form for further information.
Test

Sample Required
ABO/Rh Typing
6 ml EDTA whole blood 
ABID,XM
6 ml EDTA whole blood 
(If the patient has a positive DAT, include another 6 ml EDTA whole blood  tube)
DAT
6  ml EDTA whole blood

Elution Study
6  ml EDTA whole blood

HDN evaluation
Mom: 10 ml clotted blood

Baby:  2-5 ml cord blood

Kleihauer-Betke 
6 ml EDTA whole blood

Serious Outcome of Transfusion (including TRALI) and other testing(
                                                                          Call Memorial Blood Centers for their recommendations

Limitations

· If the patient has been transfused with a blood component containing red blood cells in the preceding three months, or has  been pregnant within the preceding three months, or if the history is uncertain or unavailable, a sample for transfusion testing must be obtained on the patient within three days of a scheduled transfusion.

· Rare antibodies, especially Anti-Jka and Jkb may not be detected with the use of EDTA plasma and Anti IgG sera.  These antibodies bind complement which is not present in EDTA plasma and Anti IgG sera.

· If the patient armband is removed before the specimen expires, the patient must be rebanded and redrawn.  All testing must be repeated on the new specimen.

Safety
Refer to Laboratory Procedure:  Infection Control and Laboratory Safety Hygiene Procedure and all other safety policies of the lab.
Related Documents
Patient Identification for Specimen Collection (RMC Laboratory Procedure)
Specimen Collection and Laboratory Handling (RMC Laboratory Procedure)
Unacceptable, Mislabeled/Unlabeled Specimen Processing (RMC Laboratory Procedure)

	Request for Reference Laboratory Testing – Memorial Blood Centers
Memorial Blood Center Reference Consultation Services

Preadmission Surgical Workups for Patients with Known Antibodies
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