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	Purpose 
The purpose of this procedure is to provide instructions for the determination of unsuitable products.

	

	Procedure 
All components should be checked daily by visual inspection to assure that that they are suitable for transfusion.  Units not suitable for transfusion would include those suspected of bacterial contamination, broken seals, mislabeled or outdated, and red blood cells that contain clots or have been out of the blood bank refrigerator for more than 30 minutes.  All units must undergo a visual inspection for color, appearance, and expiration date when received, at issue, transfusion, or before shipment to another facility.


	Interpretation
Contamination should be suspected if the red cell mass looks purple, if a zone of hemolysis is observed just above the cell mass, if clots are visible, or if the plasma or supernatant is murky.  Purple, brown, or red plasma indicates the possibility of unsuitability for transfusion.  A green hue in plasma, which is due to changes in bilirubin caused by exposure to light, need not cause the unit to be rejected.  The presence of blood or plasma at sealing sites, in the tubing, or in the ports may indicate inadequate sealing or closure, and renders the unit unsuitable for transfusion.



	If any component is deemed unsuitable for transfusion, it will be placed in the quarantine area of the blood bank, plasma freezer or platelet agitator and the blood supplier will be notified of the problem.  If appropriate, the supplier may request that the unit be returned and credited.  



	Safety
Refer to Laboratory Procedure #4002-1:  Infection Control, Laboratory Safety Hygiene Procedure and all other safety policies of the lab.


	Related Documents
Inventory Management – Returns and Credits
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