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	Purpose 
This procedure provides directions for the implementation of an alternate storage plan in the event of a refrigerator or freezer failure.

	Refrigerator Failure

	If the temperature rises above or falls below the acceptable range of 1-6 (C,

blood must be moved to the refrigerator in Microbiology.

	Step
	Action

	1. 
	Bacti media and reagents must be moved to other refrigerators.

	2. 
	All blood products must be moved to the Bacti refrigerator.

	3. 
	The temperature must be manually recorded at least every 4 hours (to simplify, record every 3 hours as per the platelet recording schedule) during this storage period, using the Blood Bank & Freezer Failure Temperature Log.
                            Acceptable range:  33.8 – 42.8(F or 1-6(C.

	4. 
	If there is not an acceptable refrigerator available, approved blood boxes from Memorial Blood Centers can be used.  Refer to Memorial Blood Centers Guidelines Manual for packing directions.

	5. 
	In the event of a catastrophic power failure, the blood should be returned to Memorial Blood Centers.  Contact product management and notify the center of the problem and need to return the units.  Pack in approved boxes.  Refer to Memorial Blood Centers Guidelines Manual for packing directions.

	Plasma Freezer Failure

	If the temperature in the plasma freezer rises above -18(C, the contents must be removed and stored in the freezer located in Pharmacy.  This freezer has a temperature monitor and recorder. 

	1.
	Contact pharmacy and notify them that our plasma and cryoprecipitate must be moved to their freezer.

	2.
	Transport all product using blood boxes and a cart.

	3.
	In the event that this backup freezer is not functioning, another freezer can be used, but the temperature must be recorded at least every 4 hours (to simplify, record every 3 hours as per the platelet recording schedule) using the Blood Bank and Refrigerator Failure Temperature Log.

	4.
	In the event of a catastrophic power failure, the fresh frozen should be returned to Memorial Blood Centers.  Contact product management and notify the center of the problem and need to return the units.  Pack in approved boxes following guidelines from Memorial Blood Center.  Refer to Memorial Blood Centers Guidelines Manual for packing directions.


	Notify the following personnel in this order:

· Blood Bank Lead

· RMC Maintenance Department @ ext.5700 (Evenings or Nights:  Nursing Supervisor to notify     maintenance on-call) 

· Laboratory Director

	References

AABB Technical Manual, 15th Edition, pp.152-153.

	Date:
	Author:
	Date:
	Validated by:
	Date:
	Approved by:

	10/29/08
	Cheryl Webster, MT(ASCP)
Jo Lohmann, MT(ASCP)
	7/8/09
	Cheryl Webster, MT(ASCP)


	12/08
	T. Hallin, MD

	Blood Bank Refrigerator and Freezer Failure 

	Annual Review

	Date:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Initials:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date:
	Initials:
	Revision and Reason

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Discontinued

	Date:
	Reason:
	Initials:


