	[image: image1.png]( Verde Valley Medical Center

Northern Arizona Healthcare





	LABORATORY DEPARTMENT

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
	Department: 
CHEMISTRY


	
	
	Number:  

356.0-Chem-gu-rev12/12


	LIPOCLEAR


PURPOSE
Lipemia interferes with various assays on the COBAS 6000. LipoClear is a non-toxic, non-ionic solution that is used to remove lipoproteins in grossly lipemic specimens, yielding a clear specimen suitable for analysis.
SPECIMEN REQUIREMENTS
Fresh serum or plasma (Lithium Heparin) at room temperature is used.

REAGENT REQUIREMENTS
LipoClear LC 40

PROCEDURE
1. Allow reagent microtainers to come to room temperature.
2. Add 0.5 mL of plasma to the LC 40 microtainer.
3. Vortex for 10 seconds.

4. Allow sample to sit at room temperature for 5 minutes.

5. Using the STATSPIN EXPRESS 2 (coagulation centrifuge in hematology), centrifuge the specimen on the hard spin setting which is the 180 sec setting.

6. When specimen has been spun, using a disposable pipette, go through the pellicle at the top and aspirate the cleared specimen and transfer to a properly labeled Roche sample cup for testing.

7. Proceed with testing.

8. All results are to be multiplied by 1.2. This value was verified by VVMC laboratory.

LIMITATIONS
Specimens treated with LipoClear can only be used for the following assays: ALBUMIN, TOTAL BILIRUBIN, AST, ALT, GLUCOSE and BUN. These are the only assays that are affected by lipemia. Do not use for any other assays on the COBAS 6000, including electrolytes. Use the straight, lipemic specimen for assays unaffected by lipemia. Specimens treated with LipoClear are not acceptable for any other types of testing (coagulation, serology or hematology).

If specimen is not completely cleared with the first treatment, treat the specimen again as described above and multiply the results by 1.44.
REFERENCES  LipoClear Package Insert 54-004752-001 Rev. C
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