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	TITLE:
PROCEDURE FOR DILUTIONS FOR COBAS 501/6000

	PURPOSE
There are select assays that may require off-board dilution when the results exceed linearity despite use of the automated dilution protocol.  These assays will be diluted manually and programmed manually on the Cobas 501/6000.  Results must be multiplied by the dilution factor. Maximum manual dilution is 1:1 unless specifically requested by physician. Any test with an automatic dilution, that dilution is the maximum for that test.
PROCEDURE

1. Refer to each assay package insert to determine the proper diluent.

2. Prepare selected dilution in the following manner:
a.         1:1       Add 0.2mL of specimen to 0.2mL diluent

            b.         1:5
Add 0.1mL of specimen to 0.4 mL diluent
            c.         1:10     Add 0.1mL of specimen to 0.9mL diluent

            d.         1:20
Add 0.1mL of specimen to 1.9mL diluent

            e.         1:100
Add 0.1mL of specimen to 9.9mL diluent

3. Manually program the test to be performed as a STAT which will yield a printout.  Indicate the dilution which has been used in the sample ID box.  This can follow the accession number and will negate auto-verification.

4. Once assay is complete multiply the results by the dilution factor.

5. Enter manually into Laboratory Information System.

6.  Attach dilution canned comment (F2, ‘D’), ‘Result verified by dilution’, to result.

ATTACHMENTS
N/A

REFERENCES
Cobas 6000 Operator’s Manual
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