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	RELEASING CROSSMATCHED BLOOD


POLICY

1. All crossmatched blood is released at midnight, 3 days after the patient specimen used for crossmatching was collected.  
2. If the patient is still in-house, the responsible nurse should be notified of the release by phone and advised that if blood is still needed an order needs to be placed to redraw the patient for retesting to ensure new antibodies have not been formed.  
PROCEDURE
1. The “Batch Crossmatch Release Report” prints nightly at 0030.  

2. Patients listed on the report have units set up with expired crossmatches.

3. When the report runs, Cerner automatically releases each unit back into stock in Cerner.  The status of each unit is changed from “Crossmatched” to “Available”.  The Unit tag and crossmatch label may then be physically removed from each unit, and the unit can then be placed into stock for future use.  The Unit tag and crossmatch label may be discarded.
4. After each unit on the report has been reconciled, initial and date the report and file it in the binder labeled “Batch Crossmatch Release Report”.

5. If the report does not print due to a printer issue, or if Cerner is down:

a. Manually inspect the crossmatched units for any that have expired crossmatches.  The Crossmatch Expiration date and time are listed in the top, right section of each unit tag.

b. The “Batch Crossmatch Release Report” will run automatically shortly after Cerner functionality is restored.
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